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California Environmental Protection Agency 
 

  Recycled Paper 
Our mission is to preserve and enhance the quality of California’s water resources for the benefit of present and future generations. 

SECTION 401 WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION APPLICATION FORM 
 
Applications for Water Quality Certification shall be filed in accordance with Sections 3830 through 3869 
of Title 23 of the California Code of Regulations.  An initial deposit of $944 must accompany all 
applications. Please include a check made out to the State Water Resources Control Board.  The schedule 
of fees can be found at: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/losangeles/water_issues/programs/401_water_quality_certification/. 
Failure to submit this fee deposit will make this application incomplete.  Submit your completed 
application form to the address above, Attn: 401 Certification Staff.  Attach additional sheets as 
necessary. 
 

1. APPLICANT/AGENT INFORMATION 

a) Applicant: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers - Los Angeles 
District 

b) Agent/Consultant*:  

 Main Contact: Christopher Jones  Main Contact: 

     Address: 915 Wilshire Blvd., LA, CA  90017      Address: 

     Email: christopher.t.jones@usace.army.mil      Email: 

 Phone No. (213) 304-6234  Phone No. 

 Fax No. (213) 452-4204  Fax No.  
*Complete only if applicable 
 

2. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

a) Project Title: Santa Paula Creek Project 
 

b) Purpose/Goal: The purpose of the proposed action is to provide and maintain flood risk management and fish passage for 
federally endangered southern steelhead (Oncorhynchus mykiss) within the Santa Paula Creek flood risk management channel 
(FRMC). 

c) Project Activities:  (Attach additional sheets as necessary) 
Please provide a detailed explanation of all project activities.  Include information such as: avoidance and minimization measures for
project impacts; alternatives analysis; project activity impacts to waterbodies and/or water quality; and implementation of Low 
Impact Development (LID) strategies. 
*Please note that the Regional Board will not allow stormwater treatment facilities to be placed within waters of the United States* 
 
Please refer to the attached Supplemental Environmental Assessment for a detailed description of the project action and area. In 
summary, the project activities consist of repairs to the existing fish ladder weirs and clarification of operations and maintenance 
(O&M) activities for the overall Santa Paula Creek Flood Control Project, including a refinement to the allowable sediment profile 
and design invert for the existing flood risk management channel (FRMC). Fish ladder repairs and O&M activities involve equipment 
and vehicle use within the river bed and channel area. Temporary structures or berm/fills may be required to divert/re-route flowing 
water around the work area should water be flowing in the river when work occurs. Pumping pooled water from the work area may 
also be required. The water that is diverted or pumped from the work area would be discharged into or remain within the channel. The
diversion structures would be removed at completion of the construction/O&M activities. Project components have been included to 
avoid impacts on biological resources and a Biological Assessment has been prepared. Additionally, project BMPs will be 
implemented to avoid and minimize impacts on water quality O&M responsibilities will be transferred to the Local Sponsor, the 
Ventura County Watershed Protection District (VCWPD), upon Notice of Completion.  
 



 

California Environmental Protection Agency 
 

  Recycled Paper 
Our mission is to preserve and enhance the quality of California’s water resources for the benefit of present and future generations. 

 
 

d) Proposed Schedule (Start-up, duration, and completion dates): Weir repair would commence in summer of 2012 and be 
completed by November 1, 2012 (3.5 months max). Ongoing routine maintenance activities (sediment removal from fish ladder 
pools, channel, emergency repairs) would be conducted between June 30 and November 1 or as otherwise coordinated with the 
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) and California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) in 2012 and subsequent years, 
in accordance with the O&M Manual.  Maintenance may be necessary outside of the June 30 to November 1 window.  This type 
of maintenance would follow measures provided in project permits including, but not limited to, the biological opinion and 
streambed alteration agreement. 
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3. FEDERAL LICENSES/PERMITS 

a) Federal Agency(ies)/File Number(s):               U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Representative__________________ 
 

 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  Other  
 

 File No.(s)  
 

b) Permit Type(s) (please provide permit number(s): 
 

 Nationwide Permit No.(s)  Regional General Permit No.(s)   

 Individual Permit  Other  

 

c) Does the project require any Federal Application(s), Notification(s) or Correspondence?  
 

 Yes _X____ (attach copy(ies))  No _____ (Attach detailed explanation) 

 
 
4. OTHER LICENSES/PERMITS/AGREEMENTS 

a) Please list all other required regulatory approvals (submit final or draft copy if available):  
 
 Agency Agency 

Representative 
License/Permit/Agreement Approval Date  

 U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers 

 CWA 404 b 1 Evaluation   

 California Department 
of Fish and Game 

 Lake and Streambed Alteration 
Agreement 

  

      

      

      

 

b) Does the project require a Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) license or amendment to a FERC 
license? 

 
  No X  Yes  (Attach application copy) 
 
 

5. CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) 

Indicate CEQA Document (submit final or draft copy*) and Lead Agency: 
 
 Categorical Exemption _ Negative Declaration  Environmental Impact Report  
 
 Has the document been certified/approved, or has a Notice of Exemption been filed?   
 

 If yes, date of approval/filing  If no, expected approval/filing date:  
 

 Lead Agency: A Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR) for the Santa 
Paula Flood Control Project was certified in 1995. A Supplemental Environmental Assessment (SEA)/Addendum 
(attached) has been prepared for the project as required by NEPA and CEQA by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and 
VCWPD, respectively, to document less than significant modifications to the Final EIS/EIR (attached).  
 

*Note, ample time must be provided to the certifying agency to properly review a final copy of valid CEQA documentation before 
certification can occur. 
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6. PROJECT SITE DESCRIPTION (INCLUDES AREAS OUTSIDE OF U.S. WATERS) 
 

a) Project Location (Attach map of suitable quality and detail):  
 

 City or Area  Santa Paula, CA County  Ventura  
 

b) Longitude/Latitude  

 
     [Information regarding submittal of longitude and latitude coordinates can be found at :                                                                     
      http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/~rwqcb4/html/meetings/401wqc.html] 

 

     [A minimum of eight (8) coordinates – All project areas or zones must be delineated with enough waypoints to  

     accurately depict polygons or polylines with at least two (2) points per line segment.] 

 

    (Decimal-Degrees) Lat:  34.374762  Long:  -119.057388   (Decimal-Degrees) Lat:  34.374905  Long:  -119.056173       

    (Decimal-Degrees)  Lat:  34.373997  Long:  -119.056752  (Decimal-Degrees) Lat:  34.374188  Long:  -119.055478       

    (Decimal-Degrees) Lat:  34.373137  Long:  -119.056346   (Decimal-Degrees) Lat:  34.373424  Long:  -119.055304       
    (Decimal-Degrees)  Lat:  34.348670  Long:  -119.049170   (Decimal-Degrees) Lat:  34.351250  Long:  -119.045813       
                                         

                                                    Township/Range: T3N R21W                                       

 

c) Total Project Size: 
 

 Approximately 21 Acres* 9,250 linear feet (if appropriate) 

 

d) Area Type/Description (check as appropriate): 

 Urban X  Residential  X  Recreation 
 Agriculture X  Open Space X  Wildlife Corridor X 
 Migratory Pathway X  Spawning Habitat  

  Threatened/Endangered Species Habitat X  Other  

 

*This information is required. 
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7. IMPACTED WATER BODIES 

a) Name(s) of Receiving Water Body(ies)*: 
 
Santa Paula Creek 

b) Indicate in ACRES and LINEAR FEET (where appropriate) the proposed waters of the United States to be 
impacted by any discharge other than dredging, and identify the impacts(s) as permanent and/or temporary for each 
water body type listed below: 

 
Jurisdictional Wetland: ____________ permanent, _____________ temporary ACRES 
  ____________ permanent, _____________ temporary LINEAR FEET 
 

Streambed (vegetated): ____________ permanent,  _____________ temporary ACRES 
  ____________ permanent, _____________ temporary LINEAR FEET 
 

Streambed (unvegetated): ____________ permanent,  _____________ temporary ACRES 
  ____________ permanent, _____________ temporary LINEAR FEET 
 

Lake/Reservoir:  ____________ permanent,  _____________ temporary ACRES 
  ____________ permanent, _____________ temporary LINEAR FEET 
 

Ocean/Estuary/Bay:  ____________ permanent,  _____________ temporary ACRES 
  ____________ permanent, _____________ temporary LINEAR FEET 
 

Isolated waters:                           ____________ permanent,  _____________ temporary ACRES 
  ____________ permanent, _____________ temporary LINEAR FEET 

 
 
Please explain exactly how waters will be impacted by proposed project activities.  
 (Attach additional sheets as necessary) 
 
 
 
 

c) Indicate in CUBIC YARDS the volume of Dredged material to be discharged in waters of the United States: 
Construction includes excavation of the weirs which is estimated to require approximately 300 cubic yards of material 
be removed and disposed of at an off-site landfill approximately 5 miles (8 km) away. This would be a low-impact 
discharge with the implementation of best management practices (BMPs) and other environmental commitments (i.e., 
conservation measures) as described in the attached SEA. Ongoing sediment removal activities throughout the entire 
channel would take place on every three years on average to maintain the allowable sediment profile and design invert 
for the existing flood risk management channel. This would entail the removal of up to 335,000 cubic yards of material, 
which would be disposed of at the same off-site landfill and not discharged to waters of the U.S. The amount of 
sediment removed would typically be less than 335,000 cubic yards, however, 335,000 cubic yards of sediment removal 
may be required following a design storm event. This sediment removal would also be a low-impact discharge as 
described in the attached. Other O&M activities, such as emergency repairs and annual removal of sediment in the fish 
ladder weir pools, that would require work in the channel would occur when needed as identified per criteria specified 
the O&M Manual. These activities would involve smaller amounts of sediment removal than the sediment removal 
throughout the entire channel and would also be a low-impact discharge.  
d) Indicate type(s) of material proposed to be discharged in waters of the United States: 
Sediment in the project area consists primarily of sands and cobbles transported from upstream reaches of the creek. 
 
*All receiving water bodies must be identified in the Water Quality Control Plan, Los Angeles Region (Basin Plan).  Any 
unnamed/unidentified waters must be extended to an identifiable tributary. 
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8. COMPENSATORY MITIGATION 

a) Indicate in ACRES and LINEAR FEET (where appropriate) the total quantity of waters of the United States proposed 
to be Created, Restored and/or Enhanced for purposes of providing Compensatory Mitigation: 

 
  Water Body Type  Created  Restored  Enhanced  

 Jurisdictional Wetland     

 Streambed (vegetated)     

 Streambed (unvegetated)     

 Lake/Reservoir     

 Ocean/Estuary/Bay     

 
Please describe mitigation activities proposed (Attach additional sheets as necessary). 

b) If contributing to a Mitigation or Conservation Bank, indicate the agency, dollar amount, acreage, and water body type 
(omit if not applicable): 

 

 Conservation Agency  
 
 $  for  acres of   (water body type) 
 

 How many acres of this qualify as waters of the United States? 
 

c) Other Mitigation (omit if not applicable): 
 

  
 

 How many acres of this qualify as waters of the United States? 
 

e) Location of Compensatory Mitigation Site(s) (Attach map of suitable quality and detail): 
 

City or Area  County  

 Longitude/Latitude (Decimal-Degrees)                                                                                           

       [A minimum of eight (8) coordinates]    
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9. OTHER ACTIONS/BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES (BMPs) 
Briefly describe other actions/BMPs to be implemented to Avoid and/or Minimize impacts to waters of the United States, 
including SUSMPs/Low Impact Development (LID), habitat preservation, erosion control measures, project scheduling, 
flow diversions, etc.  
 
BMPs will be implemented during to control soil erosion and site runoff.  With the implementation of BMPs such as use 
of straw wattles, silt fence, or other erosion control mechanisms and storage of construction materials in appropriate 
containment facilities, the effects related to stormwater and urban runoff during construction would be minimized or 
avoided. Additionally, O&M activities would occur during the dry season between June 30 and November 1 or as 
otherwise coordinated with NMFS and CDFG, minimizing the need for flow diversions, etc. However, temporary 
diversion structures or berms/fill may still be required. The temporary diversion structures would not interrupt flows and 
would be removed at project completion. The timing of construction would be outside of the migratory season for 
endangered steelhead, thus avoiding impacts to the species.  
 
For sediment removal actions that disturb one or more acres of soil, a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) 
that identifies BMPs would be required. O&M activities would also be required to comply with measures identified in a 
Streambed Alteration Agreement to protect water quality, such as requiring staging/storage and spoils areas to be located 
outside of the creek and where it cannot be washed into creek waters by runoff or rainfall, immediate cleanup of any 
spills, maintaining equipment daily to prevent leaks of materials into creek waters, and taking measures to minimize 
turbidity/siltation. 
 
In addition, the following measures will be implemented to avoid and/or minimize impacts to biological resources (for 
details associated with each measure, see attached SEA): 
B-1 Activities between the grouted side slopes (in-channel) associated with construction and regular maintenance of 
the fish ladder, excluding monitoring, shall be planned to avoid flowing water during the potential steelhead migration 
period.  The normal in-channel work period would occur between June 30 and November 1. 
B-2 In-channel work and channel diversion activities for construction of the Proposed Action shall be conducted in a 
manner to reduce potential impacts to migrating steelhead.  
B-3 If flowing water will be disturbed by construction or operation and maintenance activities, a qualified 
biologist/technician shall survey the complete area that may be disturbed, including by downstream turbidity, within one 
week of the beginning of in-water work. The fishery biologist shall be present during activities that occur within flowing 
water, if necessary, the biologist would coordinate with the construction representative to cease the work, and provide 
recommended measures to avoid potential construction related effects to steelhead and their habitat. 
B-4      Following removal of sediment from the FRMC, those disturbed areas should be returned to the condition they 
were in prior to the disturbance.  
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10. PAST/FUTURE PROPOSALS BY THE APPLICANT 
Briefly list/describe any projects carried out in the last 5 years or planned for implementation in the next 5 years that are 
in any way related to the proposed activity or may impact the same receiving body of water.  Include estimated adverse 
impacts.  
 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers completed the Santa Paula Creek Sediment Removal Project which began in October 
2009 and was completed January 2010. During that project, approximately 300,000 cubic yards of material was removed 
from the Santa Paula Creek flood risk management channel. Prior to construction of the Sediment Removal Project, in 
September 2009, the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) issued a letter amending the original 2000 Biological 
Opinion (BO) and identifying the conservation measures and monitoring elements to be required to implement the 
sediment removal. These conservation measures and monitoring elements were implemented during the Sediment 
Removal Project to avoid and/or minimize impacts to endangered southern steelhead, as required by the 2000 BO and 
2009 BO Amendment. In addition, measures required in the SAA (dated October 11, 1999) were implemented.   
 
A Biological Assessment was prepared for the current proposed action for consultation with NMFS.  It is anticipated that 
the same conservation measures will be implemented for the current proposed action, or as modified in consultation with 
NMFS, in addition to the requirements of the SAA. 
 

 
 
 
 
______________________________________________ ____________________ 
Applicant’s Signature  Date 
(Agent may not sign for Applicant) 
 
 
Should you have any questions regarding the water quality certification process, please contact 
Ms. Valerie Carrillo (213) 576-6759 or Mr. Dana Cole (213) 576-5733. 




