APPENDIX A

CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL RESOURCES

History. This section describes the existing historic resources in the City of Santa Paula's
Area of Interest. This information is based on a report prepared during July and August 19%4,
by San Buenaventura Research Associates.

The land on which the City of Santa Paula is located was originally a portion of Rancho Santa
Paula y Saticoy, lands granted to Manuel Jimeno Casarin in 1843. The rancho contained some
17,773 acres and was granted to Casarin as reward for his services to the Mexican government
as Secretary of State under Governor Micheltorena. He apparently never lived on the rancho
and died in Mexico in 1853 (Bancroft, 1884: Vol. 4, 692).

Thomas Wallace More and his brothers, Andrew and Henry, purchased the rancho during the
1850’s. More had also acquired the neighboring Rancho Sespe in 1854 from the estate of Josefa
Carrillo (Cleland, 1953: 84). The California Agriculture Census indicates that by 1860 More had
become the largest single landowner in Santa Barbara County, which at the time included all of
contemporary Ventura County. T.W. More raised sheep and cattle on the ranchos until the
disastrous droughts of the late 1850's and early 1860’s forced the brothers to dissolve their
partnership and subdivide the rancho lands (Cleland, 1953: 89).

George G. Briggs purchased approximately 15,000 acres of Rancho Santa Paula y Saticoy from
More in 1861. Earlier that year Briggs, together with his nephew Jefferson Crane, had visited
T.W. More at his adobe residence. All three men had known each other in Ohio where they
had lived previously. After purchasing the land from More, Briggs used the two-story adobe
built for More by W.D. Hobson as the center of his ranching operations. Briggs, formerly a
horticulturist in Marysville, believed he could successfully raise fruit on the land, and planted a
160 acre orchard near the adobe. Discouraged by the continuing drought conditions, and
disheartened by the death of his wife, Briggs in 1867 authorized land agent E.B. Higgins to
begin subdividing the rancho into 150 acre parcels. These parcels were sold primarily to
farmers emigrating from the Northern California gold fields, and the East and Midwest
(Sheridan, 1955: 2-7).

In 1872 Nathan Weston Blanchard and his silent partner E.L. Bradley purchased 2,700 acres of
Rancho Santa Paula y Saticoy from Higgins, and three years later recorded the townsite of Santa
Paula on a portion of it. Blanchard, generally considered the founder of Santa Paula, was born
in Madison, Maine in 1831. He arrived in northern California in 1854, during the Gold Rush.
He gained financial success in the meat butchering business and the lumber trade in Dutch Flat,
a Sierra Nevada gold mining boom-town. He married Ann Elizabeth Hobbs in 1864. Following
the death of their first child Dean, they moved to Ventura County in 1872. The Santa Paula
townsite, surveyed in 1873 and recorded by Blanchard and Bradley in 1875, was bounded on
the north by Santa Paula Street, on the south by Ventura Street, on the east by Twelfth Street
and on the west by Mill Street. Blanchard planted seedling orange trees in 1874, and during the
late 1880’s, constructed the first packing house, located adjacent to the railroad.



In addition to the development of agriculture, oil exploration was occurring in portions of the
Santa Clara Valley as early as the 1860's. Some of the first oil explorations in the Santa Paula
area occurred in Adams Canyon, where tunnels were drilled horizontally into the hillsides.
Sulphur Mountain was also cited in early geology reports as being one of the major oil
prospecting regions in California. Thomas Bard, representing Thomas Scott of the
Pennsylvania Railroad, arrived in Ventura in 1867 with the intent of purchasing land for this

purpose.

Santa Paula had by the early 1880's become the base of operations for Pennsylvania oil
developers Wallace L. Hardison and Lyman Stewart. They established the Hardison and
Stewart Oil Company offices on Mupu (Main) Street in 1886. In 1890 several small oil
companies owned by Hardison, Stewart and Bard joined forces to become the Union Qil
Company.

Despite these pioneering efforts, the growth of Santa Paula’s agriculture and oil industries was
restrained by transportation considerations, until the Southern Pacific railroad arrived in the
Santa Clara Valley in 1887. Soon afterwards, citrus cooperatives were established to provide the
ranchers with efficient methods of shipping and marketing. Agriculture as an industry (as
differentiated from traditional family farming) began in 1893, with the founding of the
Limoneira Company west of Santa Paula, and the Teague-McKevett Ranch east of the city. Both
companies built their own packing houses and warehouses adjacent to the railroad. By 1890
several other large subdivisions had been added to the original 1875 townsite: the McKevett
Tract in 1885, the Orcutt-Moore Tract in 1892, the Hardison-Irwin Tract in 1887 and the Barkla
Tract in 1888.

Rapid growth of the community followed the establishment of viable oil and agriculture
industries, culminating in the incorporation of the city in 1902. The first two decades of the
twentieth century were marked by both the maturation of the citrus industry and the opening
of the highly productive South Mountain Oil Fields. The growing profitability of these
industries produced Santa Paula's third building wave, the expansive era of the 1920's.
Numerous new schools, banks, offices and commercial buildings were built or remodeled. The
development of new residential tracts for both the affluent and the working class rapidly
transformed Santa Paula’s previously rough appearance to one of modernity and respectability.

The Great Depression of the 1930's curtailed economic growth nationwide, resulting in
substantially reduced levels of development in Santa Paula. Even during the depths of the
Depression, however; the region's robust agricultural industries allowed it to remain a magnet
for large numbers of immigrants escaping the "dustbowls" of the Southern Midwest. Despite
the relative strength of the local economy, the Santa Paula Airport was one of the few new
developments produced during the 1930’s. A gradual economic recovery taking place during
the late 1930s was cut short by World War II, but was soon followed by a new surge of
residential development, particularly during the 1950’s and 1960’s. During this period the
Blanchard orchards west of Palm Avenue were turned over to residential development. The
construction of the Santa Paula Freeway during the early 1960’s linked the city to the west
county, bringing its relative isolation to an end.



Historic Resources Located Within the Present City Limits. These resources include
commercial and residential land uses in the urban subdivisions of the Santa Paula Townsite,
McKevett, Orcutt-Moore, Hardison-Irwin, Richmond, and Barkla tracts, and many others. All
of these subdivisions were platted in the typical frontier gridiron plan, with the rectangular
blocks divided into standard lots, and the blocks bisected by alleyways. The specific historic
resources are listed in Appendix B.

Agricultural parcels featuring residences, barns, outbuildings and orchards that were once
located outside of the city, were subdivided 30 to 40 years ago and are now within the corporate
limits. Many of these farmsteads which remain today, having been absorbed into urban
development, can be found on large city lots containing the remaining residence and
outbuildings.

The development of Santa Paula's historic downtown followed the traditional, pre-World War
IT pattern, with narrow lots, rear alleyways and one- and two-story buildings with three-part
facades constructed adjacent to the front property lines. This continuous and thematically
homogeneous streetscape, which remains fully evident in Santa Paula, produces a familiar
image and intimate scale. While the first generation of wood frame commercial buildings are
gone, the majority of their brick replacements remain, with a large degree of architectural
integrity intact. Most of the modifications are limited to ground floor openings; even the most
altered buildings retain important scale elements and provide visual clues to the original
building materials and architectural intent.

The Downtown Commercial area contains historic resources including commercial buildings,
churches, fraternal halls, clubhouses, railroad and industrial buildings. Examples of individual
properties are: the Southern Pacific Railroad Depot, railroad right-of-way and tracks, the
Southern Pacific Milling, People's Lumber Company office building, Electric Light Works
building, oil tanks and sheds. Irrigation-related historic features include portions of the original
irrigation ditches and water company sheds. An area of South 7th Street has the best-preserved
grouping of the working-class neighborhoods that developed south of Main Street between
1913-1930. This area is characterized by relatively small parcels, narrow streets, and one-story
frame bungalows and period-revival style dwellings.

The Downtown Residential area of historic resources sensitivity represents the best preserved
sections of residential development occurring in Santa Paula during the period 1880-1925. A
generally high degree of consistency of scale, materials and integrity are present in this area,
although the qualities of recent infill construction and alterations have often been
unsympathetic to the historic character. The various modes of the Victorian-period domestic
styles are found here, in addition to the later neo-Colonial, California Bungalow and Period
Revival residential styles. Historic resources include the lot pattern, period residences,
sheds/ garages on alleys, street furniture, parkways, streetlights, stone curbs, sidewalks and
mature landscape features, such as street trees. An historic resources inventory conducted in
1980-81 covered a significant part of this area, and a small portion has been designated as the
City’s only historic district.

A portion of the hillside residential tract known as McKevett Heights is distinguished from the
Downtown Residential area by virtue of its elevation, curvilinear street pattern, and



architectural character. Development began in the early 1920’s, the years of Santa Paula's citrus
and oil inspired-prosperity. The McKevett Heights Tract was one of the City's first subdivisions
intended to cater to a Santa Paula growing managerial class. The architectural styles
represented here are primarily late California Bungalows and Period Revivals, with some
modern post-war infill. There is also a distinct grouping of modest, working-class California
Bungalows constructed along and adjacent to Park Street during the period 1915-25.

The residential subdivision known as The Oaks developed during the mid-1920s. The Oaks
area provided a rustic setting for the construction of homes in the Period Revival styles,
particularly Spanish Colonial Revival. This area is characterized by narrow, irregular streets,
mature oak trees, river rock walls and generously sized lots. The best-preserved portion of the
Richmond Tract, subdivided in 1889 is characterized by the working-class housing constructed
over several decades, beginning circa 1900.

Historic Resources Outside the Present City Limits. Numerous historic resources
related to settlement and growth exist on the lands outside the City’s boundaries. These
resources are briefly discussed by geographic area below and are listed in Appendix B.

Santa Paula Canyon - Portions of Santa Paula Canyon were originally the eastern-most extent of
Mission San Buenaventura lands and used as an asistencia (agricultural outpost) for the Mission
during the late 1700’s and early 1800’s. Two nearby Chumash villages, Sisa and Mupu,
provided the labor supply for dry grain farming and stock raising. Water for more intensive
agriculture was diverted into the "Old Padre Ditch," an open irrigation ditch running along the
west side of Santa Paula Creek, beginning at the confluence of Mud Creek. It is uncertain where
the ditch ended (Freeman, 1968:5).

During the 1860’s a growing interest in Sulphur Mountain oil brought the first petroleum
prospectors into the canyon. Portions of Rancho Ex-Mission San Buenaventura on the west side
of the canyon were purchased by the oil pioneering Stanford Brothers. These lands eventually
came to be owned by the Union Oil Company. Other oil claims were made on the east side of
Santa Paula Creek. The completion of the Public Lands Survey opened government-owned
land along the east side of the canyon for homesteading.

The dry farming of grain continued among the earliest Yankee settlers. A gristmill was built by
E.B. Higgins in 1871 at the entrance to Santa Paula Canyon (presently, Mill Park). When
Nathan Blanchard and E.L. Bradley purchased a portion of Rancho Santa Paula y Saticoy in
1872, they inherited the mill, the flumes, ditches and water rights to Santa Paula Creek. The
mill ground barley, wheat and corn for the early settlers (Freeman, 1968: 11).

Agricultural interest in the canyon continued with cattle and sheep raising, bee-keeping and
citrus cultivation. The Herman Anlauf Family settled in Santa Paula Canyon during the late
1890’s and raised citrus, having first built their first house in Santa Paula in 1894. They settled
in a canyon that now bears the family name. Anlauf, one of Santa Paula’s first architects,
designed and constructed many important buildings, including his own house at 774 Santa
Paula-Ojai Road.



Ferndale Ranch, located on the east side of Santa Paula Creek near the northern end of the
canyon, is part of the original Chumash Indian Village of Sisa. Los Angeles oil industrialist
Edward L. Doheny acquired the ranch and had a house constructed there during the 1920’s.
The Doheny family later donated the ranch to the Catholic Church, and it is now the location of
the Thomas Aquinas College campus.

The historic resources presently known to exist within the Santa Paula Canyon area should be
regarded as only a representative sample. A significant number of additional resources
representing historical themes related to early water development, homesteading, agriculture
and oil exploration would probably be discovered in site-specific surveys. Likely oil-related
resources include residences, utility buildings, tunnels, bridges, tanks and oil producing
equipment.

Santa Clara River Valley-East Area 1 and 2 - Located between Rancho Santa Paula y Saticoy on
the west and Rancho Sespe on the east, this area, sometimes referred to as the Santa Clara
District, was opened for homesteading, with the first settlers arriving in the late 1860’s. The
earliest crops were corn and wheat, followed by fruit trees and watermelons. Beekeeping and
sheep raising were also practiced during this period. Among its earliest residents were native
New Yorker Eben Moore and his family who homesteaded 160 acres in 1869. This land
eventually became part of the Teague-McKevett Ranch in 1908.

This area is dominated primarily by the 326-acre Teague-McKevett citrus and avocado ranch
located primarily on the north side of State Route 126. Development of the ranch began circa
1910 with the construction of the packing house. The ranch contains numerous buildings
including residences, barns, sheds and a packing house. The ranch'’s significance is tied to its
associations with C.C. Teague, and the role he played in the history of the citrus industry in
California. Charles C. Teague was perhaps the most influential citrus rancher in Southern
California, the director of the Limoneira Company for fifty years, as well as the director of
Sunkist Growers Incorporated for an equally long period of time. He has been referred to as the
"father of co-operative marketing" of citrus products within

A number of ranch buildings and residences dating from circa 1910-20 are located adjacent and
east of the Teague-McKevett Ranch, along Orcutt Road and Peres Lane. Ventura County
Landmark No. 46, the Tanner Homestead, circa 1874, is located at 18492 East Telegraph Road
on the south side of State Route 126.

The historic resources presently known to exist within the Santa Clara River Valley East
planning area should be regarded as only a representative sample. A significant number of
additional resources representing historical themes related to early water development,
homesteading, and agriculture would probably be discovered in site-specific surveys.

South Mountain - The narrow strip of land between the Santa Clara River and South Mountain
was not part of any Spanish or Mexican land grant, and consequently was opened for
homesteading during the 1860’s. The George M. Richardson family, the first to homestead the
area, settled south of the river in 1867. A small family cemetery still exists on Richardson Road.
There are also a few early ranch houses and barns remaining off of South Mountain Road that
may bear some relationship to early homesteading families.



The area also contains numerous oil derricks, sheds and other oil related buildings and
equipment. The development of the South Mountain field occurred during the teens and
twenties. The construction of the Willard Bridge (12t Street Bridge) in 1920 provided an
important connection between the oil fields and the city of Santa Paula.

The historic resources presently known to exist within the South Mountain planning area
should be regarded as only a representative sample. A significant number of additional
resources representing historical themes related to early water development, homesteading,
agriculture and oil exploration would probably be discovered in site-specific surveys. Likely
oil-related resources include residences, utility buildings, tunnels, bridges, tanks and oil
producing equipment.

Santa Clara River Valley-West Area 2 - This historically agricultural area was first settled when
the former rancho lands were subdivided by George G. Briggs in 1867. Some of the Santa Clara
Valley’s most significant farmhouses in terms of age, architectural styles and historical
importance are located along Telegraph Road, including a large number of Victorian-era
farmhouses dating from the 1870’s through the 1890’s. In addition, these farmhouses have also
maintained their historic agricultural setting. Buildings that remain include ranch residences,
barns, foreman residences, worker housing, and other agriculture-related buildings.

The historic resources presently known to exist within the Santa Clara River Valley West
Planning Area should be regarded as only a representative sample. A significant number of
additional resources representing historical themes related to early water development,
homesteading and agriculture would probably be discovered in site-specific surveys.

Adams Canyon - Historically part of Rancho Ex-Mission San Buenaventura, Adams Canyon
was primarily developed by the oil industry. The first oil tunnels were drilled into the hillsides
in Adams Canyon and Salt Marsh Canyon by Josiah Stanford beginning in the early 1860’s, with
later tunnels dug by Union Oil Company during the early 1890’s. All together, approximately
26 tunnels were dug using manual labor. Many of these tunnels exist today and are significant
for their distinctive method of oil extraction (Pederson, 1990: 9-11).

The canyon has also been home to ranchers and farmers co-existing with the oil interests.
Charles C. Teague rented the land in Adams Canyon in 1894, raising barley. A bunkhouse was
known to exist at that time (Teague, 1944: 36).

The historic resources presently known to exist within the Adams Canyon planning area should
be regarded as only a representative sample. A significant number of additional resources
representing historical themes related to early water development, homesteading and
agriculture would probably be discovered in site-specific surveys. In addition, a number of
other oil-related structures: sheds, derricks, tanks, worker residences and other structures and
objects may also remain.

Fagan Canyon - Historically this canyon was part of Rancho Ex-Mission San Buenaventura.
Michael Fagan, a native of Pennsylvania, arrived in Ventura County in 1869 and later purchased
land in the canyon that bears his name. Agriculture has been the principal historic use of the
canyon. A small number of residences, barns and sheds related to the historic agricultural uses



of the canyon are known to exist, but could not be inventoried due to lack of access. Resources
representing historical themes related to early water development, homesteading and
agriculture would probably be discovered in site-specific surveys.

Prehistoric/Archaeological Resources. The City of Santa Paula lies within the historic
territory of the Native American group known as the Chumash. The Chumash occupied the
region from San Luis Obispo County to Malibu Canyon on the coast and inland as far as the
western edge of the San Joaquin Valley, and the four northern Channel Islands (Grant, 1978).
The Chumash are subdivided into factions based on six distinct dialects: Barbareno, Ventureno,
Purisimeno, Ynezeno, Obispeno, and Island. It is uncertain whether the interior Cuyama in the
Santa Paula area spoke a different Chumash language.

The Ventureno were the southernmost Chumash group, occupying most of the area of present
day Ventura County, including the Santa Paula area and the southwest corner of Los Angeles
County. 41 settlements have been located and the Ventureno Chumash population has been
estimated at 2,500 to 4,500 people in 1770 (King, 1969).

Archaeological data indicate that the coastal regions of California were occupied by sedentary
populations more than 9,000 years ago. The full development of the Chumash culture, one of
the most socially and economically complex hunting and gathering groups in North America

occurred during the Late Period (800 - 150 years Before Present) (Arnold, 1987).

The Chumash were very advanced in their culture, social organization, religious beliefs, and art
and material object production (Morrato, 1984). Class differentiation, inherited chieftainship,
and inter-village alliances were all components of Chumash society. The efficiency of Chumash
subsistence patterns is reflected in the larger coastal Chumash villages whose populations
exceeded 1,000 residents, making then the most populous aboriginal settlements west of the
Mississippi River (Morrato, 1984). The smaller inland villages with populations of 25 to 60
people, were economically allied with the larger coastal villages.

In the Santa Paula region areas of high archaeological sensitivity include the terrace areas
abutting the Santa Clara River and lands adjacent to drainage areas. Nearly all the inhabited or
inhabitable areas near the City are highly sensitive, indicating that cultural resources are likely
to be found. However, site-specific surveys would be required to determine the presence of
such resources.

Twenty-one surveys and/or excavations have been in the City's Area of Interest. Several
prehistoric sites have been identified by these surveys, most of which are located near one of the
many water resources in the area. However, the specific locations of these sites are not included
in this report in order to protect these resources. Qualified archaeologists and historians may
view the site records, which are on file with the City of Santa Paula.



APPENDIX B.

SPECIFIC HISTORIC RESOURCES
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