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5.15 EFFECTS FOUND NOT TO BE SIGNIFICANT 

CEQA Guidelines § 15128 requires that an EIR “contain a statement briefly indicating the reasons that 

various possible significant effects of a project were determined not to be significant and therefore were 

not discussed in detail in the EIR.” The following analysis is based on the January 4, 2011, Initial Study 

prepared for the East Gateway Project. Impacts determined by the NOP to be potentially significant are 

addressed in detail in this EIR. Those that are not are discussed in the sections that follow. All impacts for 

the issues discussed below would be less than significant (Class III). 

5.15.1 Mineral Resources 

Threshold: Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that would be 

of value to the region and the residents of the state. 

Threshold: Result in the loss of availability of a locally important mineral resources 

recovery site delineated on a local general plan, specific plan, or other land 

use plan. 

The requirements of the California Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 19751 require full 

consideration be given to the potential loss of significant mineral deposits to land uses that preclude 

mining.  

The primary mineral resource in the Santa Paula area is aggregate (sand and gravel) mined from the 

Santa Clara River wash, south of the annexation area.2 The aggregate resource is in high demand 

because much of the material mined from the Santa Clara River meets California Department of 

Transportation standards for Portland cement concrete aggregate. 

The aggregate mines are also important to flood control along the Santa Clara River. Removal of material 

from the River is controlled by the Ventura County Water Protection District to ensure that that the 

optimum stream gradient is maintained. Therefore, CGS has defined the Western Ventura County 

Production- Consumption Region within which the likelihood for the presence or absence of mineral 

deposits has been estimated; the site lies within this Production-Consumption Region.3 The vast majority 

                                                      
1  Public Resources Code §§ 2710, et seq., Surface Mining and Reclamations Act and Associated Regulations. 
2  Anderson, T.P., Loyd, R.C., Kiessling, E.W., Kohler, and Miller, R.V., 1981, Mineral Land Classification of 

Ventura County, Part I: Description of the Mineral Land Classification Project of Ventura County, Part II: 
Classification of Sand, Gravel and Crushed Rock Resource Areas, Simi Production-Consumption Region, Part 
III: Classification of Sand, Gravel and Crushed Rock Resource Areas, Western County Production-Consumption 
Region, State of California, Department of Conservation Division of Mines and Geology, Special Report 145. 

3  California Geological Survey, Aggregate Availability in California, Map Sheet 52, updated 2006. 
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of the East Gateway Project site lies within Mineral Resource Zones 2 and 3 (MRZ-2 and MRZ-3) with a 

small portion in Mineral Resource Zone 1 MRZ-1.4  

CGS designates a MRZ-1 as an area that: 

“….. where adequate information indicates that no significant mineral deposits are 
present, or where it is judged that little likelihood exists for their presence.”  

CGS designates a MRZ-2 as an area that: 

“… where adequate information indicates that significant mineral deposits are present or 
where it is judged that a high likelihood exists for their presence.”  

CGS designates a MRZ-3 as an area,  

“….. containing mineral deposits, the significance of which cannot be evaluated from 
available data.”  

Extractable sand and gravel deposits suitable for use as aggregate have been identified within the 

Western Ventura County Production-Consumption Region and characterized as Resource Sectors.5 An 

approximately 20-acre portion area in the eastern and southern parts of the annexation area of the East 

Gateway Project is identified has having potential mineral (aggregate) resources as noted on Figure 

5.15-1, Mineral Resources Zone Map. This map shows the locations of MRZ-1, MRZ-2, and MRZ-3, 

with respect to the annexation area. 

Historically, petroleum has also been an important mineral resource in the Santa Paula area. However, 

the oil fields are located far to the north and south of the annexation area. Recently, oil production and 

exploration has been in decline around the Santa Paula area, due to the high viscosity and high sulfur 

content of the oil, and a lack of nearby refining capabilities. The annexation area is not located within an 

established oil resource area.6 

The City’s mineral resources policies are designed to ensure that adequate extraction sites are available 

while not adversely affecting other land uses. Maintenance and wise use of mineral resources is an 

integral part of the land use planning and conservation efforts supported by the General Plan. The Santa 

Paula area contains significant aggregate and oil resources. 

                                                      
4  Anderson, T.P., Loyd, R.C., Kiessling, E.W., Kohler, and Miller, R.V., 1981, Mineral Land Classification of 

Ventura County, Part I: Description of the Mineral Land Classification Project of Ventura County, Part II: 
Classification of Sand, Gravel and Crushed Rock Resource Areas, Simi Production-Consumption Region, Part 
III: Classification of Sand, Gravel and Crushed Rock Resource Areas, Western County Production-Consumption 
Region, State of California, Department of Conservation Division of Mines and Geology, Special Report 145. 

5  Ibid. 
6  Santa Paula General Plan, Conservation and Open Space Element, p. CO-20 to CO-21. 
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Most of the aggregate (sand and gravel) is extracted from Santa Paula Creek and the Santa Clara River. 

Mining the river for rock is also important to flood control efforts.7 The Ventura County Flood Control 

District controls the amount removed to keep the Santa Clara River bottom at the optimum gradient. 

Figure 5.15-2, Distribution of Mineral Resources, shows the distribution of mineral resources in the 

planning area. Rock from future maintenance activities in Santa Paula Creek may be available for 

aggregate in the future  

The hills and mountains surrounding the planning area support significant oil resources.8 Sulphur 

Mountain and South Mountain have been historically important sites for oil extraction. The hills, 

mountains and some valleys are dotted by oil wells, many of which can be seen from the air. The south 

face of Sulphur Mountain has soils that ooze oil. There is also a sulphur spring near SR-150 at the 

confluence of Santa Paula and Sisar Creeks. 

The Conservation and Open Space Element9 considers land uses compatible with mining to include very 

low-density residential, geographically extensive, but low impact industrial, recreational, agriculture, 

grazing, and open space. Land uses inherently incompatible with mining may include residential uses, 

public facilities, intensive industrial and general commercial uses. 

The southern and eastern portions of the East Gateway Project area (approximately 20 acres are located 

within the state of California recognized Mineral Resource Zone 2 (Anderson, 1981) and City of Santa 

Paula recognized aggregate resource area (City of Santa Paula, 2010). These areas are relatively small 

and are surrounded by or adjacent to existing industrial development outside of the annexation area. In 

addition, the East Gateway Project does not preclude future mining of mineral resources in this area. As 

such, the potential loss of mineral resources in this area is considered less than significant. 

                                                      
7  Santa Paula General Plan, Conservation and Open Space Element, p. CO-20 to CO-21. 
8  Ibid, p. CO-21. 
9  Ibid. 
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5.15.2 Population and Housing 

Threshold: Induce substantial population growth in an area, either directly or 

indirectly. 

Threshold: Displace substantial numbers or existing housing, necessitating the 

construction of replacement housing elsewhere. 

Threshold: Displace substantial numbers of people, necessitating the construction of 

replacement housing elsewhere. 

The East Gateway Project does provide for any housing but rather commercial and light industrial 

development. At this time, the areas proposed for development (East Gateway Specific Plan) are vacant 

or used for agricultural crops, as such, no housing will be affected. There would be no impact. 

The East Gateway Project will not cause an increase in population as it will only re-designate existing 

land uses to commercial and light industrial. Existing residential uses in the East Gateway Project area 

would continue to exist and would not be expanded substantially beyond the currents number or units. 

Impacts would be less than significant.  

5.15.3 Recreation 

THRESHOLD: 

Threshold Would the project increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional 

parks or other recreational facilities such that substantial physical 

deterioration of the facility would occur or be accelerated? 

Threshold Does the project include recreational facilities or require the construction 

or expansion of recreational facilities that might have an adverse physical 

effect on the environment? 

The East Gateway Project does not include any recreational facilities, and would not increase use on 

existing recreational facilities. Further, as the East Gateway Project does not increase the local 

population, there would be no need for additional recreational facilities. There would be no impact. 



Distribution of Mineral Resources

FIGURE  5.15-2
SOURCE:  City of Santa Paula, Conservation and Open Space Element, 1998, Figure CO-5
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5.15.4 Utilities and Service Systems 

Threshold Impacts to Other Public Utilities 

Electricity in Santa Paula is supplied by Southern California Edison Company (SCE). High voltage (66 

kilovolt [kV]) transmission lines exist crossing Ojai Road (SR 150), along a portion of 12th Street south of 

Orchard Street, and along the south side of the railroad tracks, east of 12th Street. A SCE substation (the 

“Wakefield Substation”) is located south of the railroad tracks at the intersection of 12th Street and the 

railroad tracks. SCE would service and maintain the East Gateway Project area’s electrical facilities. New 

local serving electrical lines would be placed underground, with conduits in full encasement. The East 

Gateway Specific Plan includes energy conservation-related design standards to reduce electric energy 

consumption. As such, there would be no impact to electrical service. 

The Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) provides natural gas in Santa Paula. SoCal Gas 

serves much of Southern California with a network of transmission and distribution lines. An existing 12-

inch high-pressure supply line runs east-west in Telegraph Avenue (SR 126), and there is existing gas 

service on South Hallock Drive and Lemonwood Ave. These in turn branch into a network of smaller gas 

mains in all of the streets. Service connections would be provided and maintained throughout the East 

Gateway Specific Plan area as needed. As such, there would be no impacts to natural gas service.  

Verizon provides telephone service and maintenance to the area and would serve the East Gateway 

Project area. Telephone facilities would be located underground within the streets’ rights-of-way. No 

overhead telephone facilities would be permitted. As such, there would be no impacts to telephone 

service. 

Cable television is provided in the area by Time Warner; it would serve the East Gateway Project area. 

Cable television facilities would be located underground within public rights-of-way. As such, there would 

be no impacts to cable television service. 
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