
Regular City Council Meeting 
Monday, March 17, 2014 

Administrative Conference Room and Council Chambers 

CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Cook called the meeting to order at 6:302 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 

Councilmember Martin F. Hernandez, Councilmember Ralph J. Fernandez, Vice 
Mayor James A. Tovias, and Mayor Richard C. Cook responded to roll call. City 
Manager Jaime M. Fontes, City Attorney John C. Cotti and City Clerk Judy Rice 
were also present. Councilmember Robert S. Gonzales arrived at 6:26 p.m. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

No Public Comment. 

CLOSED SESSION  

A. Labor Negot iat ions– Government Code § 54957.6.  Ci ty Labor 
Negotiators: Human Resources Manager Lorena Alvarez, Assistant to the 
City Manager Elisabeth Amador and Finance Director Sandy Easley. 
Employee Organizations: SEIU Local 721; Santa Paula Police Officers 
Association (SPPOA); Ventura County Professional Firefighters 
Association (VCPFA), representing Santa Paula Full-time Firefighters; 
Community Services Officers (CSO); Mid-Management Association, 
Supervisory and Professional Association; unrepresented confidential 
employees (City employees who are not members of bargaining units); 
and Part-Time/Temporary/Seasonal. 

B.  Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation - Government Code § 
54956.9(d)(1) - In re City of Santa Paula v. Santa Paula Water, LLC, et 
al.; Arbitration proceeding (Formally Initiated). 

Mayor Cook recessed the City Council to a closed session at 6:02 p.m. and 
reconvened the City Council into the Regular Meeting at 6:35 p.m. Mayor Cook 
recessed the City Council at 6:35 p.m. 
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CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Cook called the meeting to order at 6:43 p.m. Reverend Michelle 
Magee led the invocation and Mayor Cook led the flag salute.  

ROLL CALL 

Councilmember Martin F. Hernandez, Councilmember Ralph J. 
Fernandez, Councilmember Robert S. Gonzales, Vice Mayor James A. 
Tovias, and Mayor Richard C. Cook responded to roll call. Manager 
Jaime M. Fontes, City Attorney John C. Cotti, City Clerk Judy Rice and 
Deputy City Clerk Lucy Blanco were also present. 

CLOSED SESSION REPORT 

No reportable action. 

PRESENTATIONS  

A.  Interim Community Services Director Ed Mount will be presenting a 
Token of Appreciation to the Fire Association for the Fund Raising 
Support of the Youth Basketball Program  

Ed Mount spoke briefly regarding the successful fundraiser turnout. He 
thanked and presented the Fire Department staff a token of appreciation for 
providing the food and manpower for the fundraiser. He informed the 
Council that al l  proceeds will go to the Youth Basketball Program. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Tim Hicks, 560 Howie Court spoke thanked the police officers who 
presented the  program las t  week on gangs in  Santa  Paula .  He 
expressed that  the presentation was very informative. 

COMMUNICATIONS  

Interim Public Works Director Brian Yanez informed the Council and 
Community that staff will be giving out low flow shower heads and mulch  
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that was donated by Crown Disposal, at the Community Center on March 22, 2014 
from 9:00am to 12 noon. Brian also shared that at the next Council meeting 
he will have proposed dates on when the water and sewer community 
meetings will take place. 

Councilmember Gonzales share with the Council regarding Engineering 
Consultant Mohamed Hasan’s recognition by various groups as well as a 
congressional recognition for all the work he's done. Councilmember Gonzales 
thanked him for the work he's done in our community as well and for his 
recognition at the County and Federal level. He also asked that tonight's 
meeting be closed in memory of Barbara Hill who retired in 2005 as a long time 
City employee for the Police Department. 

Councilmember Ralph Fernandez informed the Council that the Todd Road Jail 
Expansion project was stopped due to lack of funding which was partly due to 
this Council for voicing the opposition. He thanked Vice Mayor Tovias for his 
hard work in taking the stand at the County. 

Vice Mayor Tovias thanked staff, Council and our entire community for making 
our position heard regarding the opposition on the Todd Road Jail expansion 

APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA 

It was moved by Councilmember Gonzalez, seconded by Councilmember Fernandez 
to approve final agenda as presented. All were in favor under roll call vote and the 
motion carried. 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

It was moved by Councilmember Gonzalez, seconded by Councilmember Tovias to 
approve consent calendar as presented. All were in favor under roll call vote and 
the motion carried. 

A. Waiver of Reading of Ordinances and Resolutions— Waive reading of 
Ordinances and Resolutions appearing on the Agenda. 

B. Receive and File Reimbursement Reports— In accordance with 
Government Code §§ 53232.2, 53232.3, and Resolution No. 6258, 
receive and file reimbursement reports as specified. 
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C. Warrants and Certificates – Review, approve and file the attached warrants 
and certificates. Finance Director Sandra K. Easley’s report dated January 
13, 2014. 

 
 

Voided Checks  02/06/14 
Invoices   02/03/14 – 02/06/14 
Wire Transfers  02/05/14 – 02/07/14 
Subtotal       $491,034.91 
 
Voided Checks  02/13/14 
Invoices   02/11/14 – 02/14/14 
Wire Transfers  02/12/14 – 02/14/14 
 
Subtotal       $69,959.25 
  
Voided Checks  02/13/14 
Invoices   02/20/14 
Wire Transfers  02/20/14 – 02/21/14 
Subtotal       $301,280.07 
  
Invoices   01/27/14 – 01/29/14 
Wire Transfers  02/24/14 – 02/27/14 
Subtotal       $654,681.88 
 
  
GRAND TOTAL     $1,516,956.11 
  

D. Police Department Front Counter Improvement Project; Project 
Acceptance and Notice of Completion Filing — It is recommended that the 
City Council: (1) accept the construction of the Police Department Front 
Counter Improvement Project; (2) authorize staff to record the Notice of 
Completion for this project; (3) authorize staff to process the closeout of 
this project including, but not limited to, final retention payment; and (4) 
take such additional, related action that may be desirable. Interim Public 
Works Director Brian J. Yanez' report dated March 10, 2014. 

E. Approval of Grant of Easement to Southfork Ranch, LLC and Richard Eric 
King — It is recommended that the City Council: (1) adopt Resolution No. 
6864 to approve the Grant of an Easement to Southfork Ranch and 
Richard Eric King; (2) authorize the City Manager to sign said easement 
documents on behalf of the City; (3) direct staff to coordinate the 
recording of said easement; and (4) take such additional, related action 
that may be desirable. RESOLUTION NO, 6864 — A RESOLUTION  



APPROVING A GRANT OF EASEMENT TO SOUTHFORK RANCH 
ANDRICHARD ERIC KING ACROSS THE WATER RECYCLING FACILITY 
PROPERTY PURSUANT TO GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 830.6. 
Interim Public Works Director Brian J. Yanez' report dated March 11, 
2014. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS  

A. 4th of July Fire Works Show- 

Fire Chief Richard Araiza's report dated March 6, 2014. 

Ginger Gherardi, 1183 Los Robles Dr. thanked all the members of the 
community for their donations to the fire work fund, and special thanks to 
sponsors such Applied Silicon, Calavo, Crown Disposal, Fresca, Limoneira, 
Santa Paula Chevrolet, Santa Paula Airport Association, Santa Paula Fire 
Fighters Association and the Rotary Club. Ms. Gherardi also expressed her 
appreciation of the co-sponsorship with the City. 

It was moved by Councilmember Gonzales, seconded by Councilmember 
Hernandez to authorize the City Manager to execute an agreement with Zambelli 
Fireworks for July 4, 2014 in a form approved the City Attorney, accept the 
Rotary Club's donation of $15,000 to pay for the fireworks show and co-sponsor 
the July 4th fireworks show at the Rotary Club's request. All were in favor under 
roll call vote and the motion carried. 

B. On-Line Ut i l i ty  Bi l l  Payments- 

Finance Director Sandra K. Easley's report dated March 6, 2014. 

It was moved by Councilmember Gonzales, seconded by Councilmember 
Hernandez to authorize the Finance Director to contract with Paymentus 
Corporation for On-Line Utility Bill Paying Services in a form approved by the City 
Attorney. All were in favor under roll call vote and the motion carried. 

C. Revised Analysis of East Area Fiscal Benefits and Five Year Sustainability 
Plan - 

City Manager Jaime M. Fontes' report dated March 12, 2014. 

It was moved by Vice Mayor Tovias, seconded by Councilmember Gonzales to 
receive and file this report. All were in favor and the motion carried. 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

Councilmember Hernandez announced that the County Public Health has 
contract with the Public Human Services Agency to provide public outreach for 
the community who falls in the bracket for Covered California Care. He shared 
that there will be County Certified councilors assisting the public at Tressieras 
Market in Santa Paula every Wednesday and Thursday with the next ones being 
March 20 & 27 from 8:00 am to 1:00 pm both in English & Spanish. 
 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

It was moved by Councilmember Fernandez, seconded by Councilmember 
Gonzales to request that staff return with a methodology to consider waiving 
water rates when there's a water leak that is corrected in a reasonable amount of 
time. All in favor and the motion carried. 

It was moved by Councilmember Fernandez, seconded by Vice Mayor Tovias to 
request an update on the Calpine project on Mission Rock Road. All in favor and 
the motion carried. 

It was moved by Councilmember Fernandez, seconded by Mayor Cook to 
discuss options to improving the phone system and updating the website. All 
were in favor and the motion carried. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mayor Cook adjourned the meeting at 7:37 p.m. in Memory of Barbara Hill who 
was a long time dispatch supervisor for the Police Department. 

ATTEST: 

Judy Rice 
City Clerk 
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