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CALL TO ORDER 

 
Mayor Cook called the meeting to order at 5:35 p.m. 
 

 
ROLL CALL 

 
Councilmember Martin F. Hernandez, Vice Mayor James A. Tovias, and Mayor 
Richard C. Cook responded to roll call. City Manager Jaime M. Fontes, and City 
Attorney John C. Cotti were also present. Coucilmember Ralph J. Fernandez 
arrived at 6:00 p.m. and Coucilmember Robert S. Gonzales arrived at 6:25 p.m.  
   
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

No Public Comment. 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
 
A. Labor Negotiations– Government Code § 54957.6.  City Labor 

Negotiators:  Human Resources Manager Lorena Alvarez, Assistant to the 
City Manager Elisabeth Amador and Finance Director Sandy Easley.  
Employee Organizations:  SEIU Local 721; Santa Paula Police Officers 
Association (SPPOA); Ventura County Professional Firefighters 
Association (VCPFA), representing Santa Paula Full-time Firefighters; 
Community Services Officers (CSO); Mid-Management Association, 
Supervisory and Professional Association;  unrepresented confidential 
employees (City employees who are not members of bargaining units); 
and Part-Time/Temporary/Seasonal. 
 

B. Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation - Government Code § 
54956.9(d)(1) - In re City of Santa Paula v. Santa Paula Water, LLC, et al.; 
Arbitration proceeding (Formally Initiated). 
 
 

 
Mayor Cook recessed the City Council to a closed session at  5:35 p.m and 
reconvened the City Council into the Regular Meeting at 6:38 p.m  Mayor Cook 
recessed the City Council at 6:38 p.m. 

 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
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Mayor Cook called the meeting to order at 6:40 p.m. Mayor Cook led the flag 
salute and Deacon Al Guilin led the invocation. 
 
 

ROLL CALL 
 
Councilmember Martin F. Hernandez, Councilmember Ralph J. Fernandez, 
Councilmember Robert S. Gonzales, Vice Mayor James A. Tovias, and  Mayor 
Richard C. Cook responded to roll call. Manager Jaime M. Fontes, City Attorney 
John C. Cotti,City Clerk Judy Rice and Deputy City Clerk Lucy Blanco were also 
present.   
 

CLOSED SESSION REPORT 
 
No reportable action. 
 
 

PRESENTATIONS 
 

A. Presentation by Karla Edwards regarding the Run or Dye Fun Run Event. 
 
Karla Edwards gave a brief presentation on the Run or Dye Fun Run Charity 
Event taking place on February 8, 2014 at Ventura Ranch KOA near Steckel 
Park.  
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Fred Robinson, 380 E. View Drive, commented on the high water and sewer 
rates and encouraged the City Council to do something to give a 20% rate 
reduction to the the residents especially the senior citizens and low income. 
 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
 
City Manager Fontes informed the City Council, that at the meeting of February 
18, staff will present an overview of the Governor’s Declaration of the State 
drought and also information on water conservation measures.  
 
 
City Manager Fonters briefly shared information regarding his meeting  with the 
Judges of the Suprior Court last week. He expressed that the judges are looking 
to do outreach in the Santa Paula community to convey to the community about 
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the programs they provide especially related to family law and self help clinics. 
Staff anticipates hosting three of the judges to come to Santa Paula to speak to 
the public. 
 
Mayor Cook informed the Council of his meeting with the Grand Jury last week, 
January 24 to discuss some of the issues the City of Santa Paula is currently 
having such as the water rates. He reminded everyone of the upcomig State of 
the City Address taking place tomorrow; sponsored by the Chamber of 
Commerce. 
 

 
APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA 

 
It was moved by Councilmember Fernandez, seconded by Councilmember 
Gonzales to approve final agenda as presented.  All were in favor under roll call 
vote and the motion carried. 
 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

Councilmember Hernandez pulled Item 10D. It was moved by Councilmember 
Hernandez, seconded by Councilmember Gonzales to approve the Consent 
Calendar as amended.  All were in favor under roll call vote, and the motion 
carried. 

 
A. Waiver of Reading of Ordinances and Resolutions– Waive reading of 

Ordinances and Resolutions appearing on the Agenda.   
 

B. Receive and File Reimbursement Reports– In accordance with 
Government Code §§ 53232.2, 53232.3, and Resolution No. 6258, receive 
and file reimbursement reports as specified. 
 

C. Minutes– Approval of Minutes from the Regular City Council Meetings of 
November 18, 2013, December 2, 2013 and December 16, 2103. Deputy 
City Clerk Lucy Blanco’s report dated January 28, 2014. 
 

E. Planning Commission Action Report – It is recommended that the City 
Council receive and file the Planning Director’s report regarding Planning 
Commission actions taken on the January 28, 2014.  Alternatively, in 
accordance with SPMC § 16.206.060, the City Council may place an item 
on a future agenda to consider issuing an order of review regarding an 
action. 
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CONSENT CALENDAR (SEPARATE ACTION ITEMS) 
 
D. Professional Services Agreement with Pacific Municipal Consultants for 

Planning Services– It is recommended that the City Council: (1) authorize 
the City to execute the attached contract for professional planning service 
with PC in a form approved by the City Attorney; and (2) take such 
additional related action that may be desirable. Planning Director Janna 
Minsk’s report dated January 27, 2014. 

 
It was moved by Councilmember Hernandez, seconded by Councilmember 
Gonzales to authorize the City Manager to execute the attached contract for 
professional planning services with PC in a form approved by the City Attorney. 
All were in favor under roll call vote and the motion carried. 
 
 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 
 
A. Request for Out-of-State Travel for Training Purposes-  
 
Chief of Police Steven McLean’s report dated January 27, 2014.  
 
It was moved by Councilmember Gonzales, seconded by Vice Mayor Tovias to 
approve the attendance by Senior Officer Allen Macias, Officer Hector Ramirez, 
Officer William Pickett and Reserve Officer Michael Levy at the Gang Undercover 
Narcotics Training Conference in Las Vegas, Nevada from February 10 through 
February 13, 2014. All were in favor under roll call vote and the motion carried. 
 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Councilmember Hernandez asked that the Council adjourn the meeting tonight in 
memory of Dr. Sam Edwards an icon from our community. Councilmember 
Hernandez briefly shared highlights of Dr. Edward's career and 
accomplishments. 
 
 
 
 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Gonzales seconded by Councilmember 
Fernandez to request a presentation by the Water Conservation District 
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regarding the water drought and the water rates situation. All in favor under roll 
call vote and the motion carried. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mayor Cook adjourned the meeting at 7:25 p.m. in Memory of Dr. Sam Edwards.  
 
 
ATTEST:  
 
            __              ______ ___     ___ 
Judy Rice  
City Clerk 


