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CALL TO ORDER 

 
Mayor Cook called the meeting to order at 5:35 p.m. 
 

 
ROLL CALL 

 
Councilmember Martin F. Hernandez, Vice Mayor James A. Tovias, and Mayor 
Richard C. Cook responded to roll call. City Manager Jaime M. Fontes, and City 
Attorney John C. Cotti were also present. Coucilmember Ralph J. Fernandez 
arrived at 6:00 p.m. and Coucilmember Robert S. Gonzales arrived at 6:25 p.m.  
   
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

No Public Comment. 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
 
A. Labor Negotiations– Government Code § 54957.6.  City Labor 

Negotiators:  Human Resources Manager Lorena Alvarez, Assistant to the 
City Manager Elisabeth Amador and Finance Director Sandy Easley.  
Employee Organizations:  SEIU Local 721; Santa Paula Police Officers 
Association (SPPOA); Ventura County Professional Firefighters 
Association (VCPFA), representing Santa Paula Full-time Firefighters; 
Community Services Officers (CSO); Mid-Management Association, 
Supervisory and Professional Association;  unrepresented confidential 
employees (City employees who are not members of bargaining units); 
and Part-Time/Temporary/Seasonal. 
 

B. Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation - Government Code § 
54956.9(d)(1) - In re City of Santa Paula v. Santa Paula Water, LLC, et al.; 
Arbitration proceeding (Formally Initiated). 
 
 

 
Mayor Cook recessed the City Council to a closed session at  5:35 p.m and 
reconvened the City Council into the Regular Meeting at 6:40 p.m  Mayor Cook 
recessed the City Council at 6:40 p.m. 
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Mayor Cook called the meeting to order at 6:50 p.m. Mayor Cook led the flag 
salute and Reverend Kristen Rohn led the invocation 
 
 

ROLL CALL 
 
Councilmember Martin F. Hernandez, Councilmember Ralph J. Fernandez, 
Councilmember Robert S. Gonzales, Vice Mayor James A. Tovias, and  Mayor 
Richard C. Cook responded to roll call. Manager Jaime M. Fontes, City Attorney 
John C. Cotti,City Clerk Judy Rice and Deputy City Clerk Lucy Blanco were also 
present.   
 

CLOSED SESSION REPORT 
 
No reportable action. 
 
 

PRESENTATIONS 
 

A. Presentation of Ceritifdactes by Chief McLean and Sgt. Fogata to the 
SPPD Clergy Academy Graduates: Michael Fincher, Jenny Crosswhite, 
Mike O’Donnell and Kathleen O’Donnell. 

 
Sgt.Fogata gave a brief review of the Clergy Academy Course and Chief McLean 
presented each graduate with a certificate.  
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
No public comment. 
 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
 
No communications 
 
 
 
 
 

 
APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA 
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It was moved by Councilmember Gonzales, seconded by Councilmember 
Fernandez to approve final agenda as presented.  All were in favor under roll call 
vote and the motion carried. 
 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

Councilmember Gonzales pulled Item 10G. It was moved by Councilmember 
Gonzales, seconded by Vice Mayor Tovias to approve the Consent Calendar as 
amended.  All were in favor under roll call vote, and the motion carried. 

 
A. Waiver of Reading of Ordinances and Resolutions– Waive reading of 

Ordinances and Resolutions appearing on the Agenda.   
 

B. Receive and File Reimbursement Reports– In accordance with 
Government Code §§ 53232.2, 53232.3, and Resolution No. 6258, receive 
and file reimbursement reports as specified. 
 

C. Warrants and Certificates - Review, approve, and file the attached 
warrants and certifications.  Finance Director Sandra K. Easley’s reports 
dated December 19, 2013. 
 

Invoices   12/13/13 – 12/19/13 
Wire Transfers  12/18/13 
Subtotal       $31,669.25 
 
 
Voided Checks 12/23/13 
Invoices   12/23/13 
Wire Transfers  12/24/13 – 12/26/13 
Subtotal       $892,905.81 

 
Voided Checks 01/03/14 
Invoices   01/03/14 
Wire Transfers  01/02/14 
Subtotal       $41,049.06 

 
 

D. Minutes– Approval of Minutes from the Regular City Council Meetings of 
October 7, 2013, October 21, 2013 and November 4, 2103. Deputy City 
Clerk Lucy Blanco’s report dated January 14, 2014. 
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E. Annual Audited Financial Reports for the City of Santa Paula for the Fiscal 
Year Ended June 30, 2013– It is recommended that the City Council 
receive and place on file the Annual Audited Financial Statements for the 
Fiscal Year ended June 30, 2013. Finance Director Sandra K. Easley’s 
report dated January 2, 2014. 
 

F. Annual Financial Reports of the Local Transportation Development Act 
Fund for Public Utilities Code §§ 99400, 99234 Funds for the City of Santa 
Paula for the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2014 – It is recommended that 
the City Council receive and place on file the Annual Financial Reports for 
the Local Transportation Development Act Fund for the Fiscal Year Ended 
June 30, 2014. Finance Director Sandra K. Easley’s report dated January 
2, 2014. 
 

H. Acceptance of 4 Million Gallon Tank & Pipeline Project; Final Accounting 
and Filing of Notice of Completion – It is recommended that the City 
Council: (1) accept the construction of the 4 Million Gallon Tank & Pipeline 
Project; (2) authorize staff to record the Notice of Completion; (3) 
authorize staff to proceed with the closeout of this project; and (4) take 
such additional, related action that may be desirable. Interim Public Works 
Director Brian J. Yanez’ report dated January 13, 2014. 

 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR (SEPARATE ACTION ITEMS) 
 
G. Approval of a Three-Year On-Call Services Agreement with Water 

Resources Engineering Associates (WREA) – It is recommended that the 
City Council: (1) authorize the City Manager to execute the attached 
Three-Year On-Call Services Agreement for civil engineering design and 
consulting services with Water Resources Engineering Associates 
(WREA), in a form approved by the City Attorney, and (2) take such 
additional, related action that may be desirable. Interim Public Works 
Director Brian J. Yanez’ report dated January 13, 2014. 

 
It was moved by Councilmember Gonzalez, seconded by Councilmember 
Fernandez to authorize the City Manager to execute the attached Three-Year 
On-Call Services Agreement for civil engineering design and consulting service 
with Water Resources Engineering Associates (WREA) in a form approved by 
the City Attorney. All were in favor under roll call vote and the motion carried. 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 
 
A. Discussion of Off-Street Parking in Residential Neighborhoods 

Surrounding Santa Paula High School 
 
Fire Chief Richard Araiza’s report dated January 15, 2014.  
 
Vice Mayor Tovias recused himself due to resides within 500 feet. 
 
Lindsay Hajas, 8 Palm Court, spoke briefly regarding the parking problems she 
faces with people constantly parking on her driveway and sitting on her lawn. In 
her opinion students use Palm Court as a thoroughfare to get to the school and 
buses use Palm Court as a turnaround. She suggested that the school turn the 
unused baseball field into a parking lot. 
 
Frances Jenkins, 7 Palm Court expressed her concerns of the parking issues 
around the high school and Palm Court. She shared that her main concern is that 
emergency vehicles will not be able to have access to the residents on Palm 
Court in case of an emergency. 
 
Alfonso Gamino, Santa Paula Unified School District (SPUSD) Superintendent, 
thanked the public for coming forward to with their concerns regarding the 
parking issues. He expressed his concerns and shared that the SPUSD is taking 
a proactive approach by meeting with the Traffic Safety Committee and also 
forming a subcommittee with the Council to address these parking issues.  
 
 

RECESSED TO BREAK 
 

Mayor Cook recessed the City Council to a break at 7:50 p.m. 
 
 

RECONVENED TO THE REGULAR MEETING  
 

Mayor Cook reconvened the City Council at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Councilmember Fernandez excused himself at 8:00 to attend another meeting. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Gonzales seconded by Councilmember 
Hernandez to receive and file the report and provided direction to staff relative to 
restricting parking in the residential neighborhoods near Santa Paula High 
School, and return with an update to Council at the February 18, 2014 meeting.  
All were in favor under roll call vote and the motion carried. 
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Vice Mayor Tovias returned to the meeting. 
 

B. Development of a Four-Party Agreement between the Cities of Santa 
Paula and Fillmore, the County of Ventura, and the Ventura County 
Transportation Commission to Jointly Manage Transit in the Heritage 
Valley 

 
City Manager Jaime M. Fontes report dated January 15, 2014. 
 
Councilmember Hernandez recused himself at 8:05 p.m. due to conflict after 
listening to the City Manager’s report on this item. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Gonzales seconded by Vice Mayor Tovias to 
authorize the City Manager to negotiate the development of a four-party 
agreement between the cities of Santa Paula, Fillmore, the County of Ventura 
and the Ventura County Transportation Commission to jointly manage transit in 
the Heritage Valley also known as the Santa Clara Valley and that staff report 
back to Council as soon as possible with any progress. All were in favor under 
roll call vote and the motion carried. 
 
Councilmember Hernandez returned to the meeting. 
 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
 
 
City Manager Fontes shared that upcoming meetings will bring forward the Mid-
Year Budget Report, updated on the High School traffic issues and update of 
water/sewer public hearing meetings. 
 
Councilmember Tovias shared information regarding The Council of 
Governments’ decisions towards massage parlors and marijuana dispensaries. 
 
Mayor Cook spoke briefly regarding the possible appointment of two 
Councilmembers to be on a water/sewer subcommittee to listen to public 
comment regarding water and sewer recommendations. He shared that the State 
of the City will take place February 4, 2014 at the Ag Museum and it is sponsored 
by the Chamber of Commerce. He also commented that he will be meeting with 
the Grand Jury on Friday, January 24 their interest in any general City issues. 
 
 
 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
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It was moved by Vice Mayor Tovias, seconded by Mayor Cook that the City 
Manager contact an officer of Limoneira Company and ask that they to provide 
the City with an update of the progress on their project. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mayor Cook adjourned the meeting at 8:10 p.m.  
 
 
ATTEST:  
 
            __              ______ ___     ___ 
Judy Rice  
City Clerk 


