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CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Fernandez called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m. 
 
 

ROLL CALL 
 

Councilmember Robert S. Gonzlaes, Councilmember James A. Tovias, Councilmember 
Martin F. Hernandez, Vice Mayor Richard C. Cook and Mayor Ralph J. Fernandez 
responded to roll call. City Manager Jaime M. Fontes, and City Attorney John C. Cotti, 
Finance Director Sandra K. Easley, Human Resources Manager Lorena Alvarez and 
Deputy City Clerk Lucy Blanco were also present.    
   

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Robert Howard, 209 E. Santa Barbara Street, Santa Paula, spoke on behalf of SEIU 
members commenting that they have gone without a raise for approximately seven 
years and requested that some amount of money be given and distributed amongst all 
groups, not just one group. He also requested that SEIU members be given reasons 
why this cannot be done. 
 
Danny Carrillo, SEIU 721 Representative, 2472 Eastman Avenue, #30 Ventura, spoke 
on behalf of SEIU members and expressed his opinion regarding the City’s lack of 
respect to responding to his requests. He requested to the Council that pay 
scales/ranges be adjusted for fairness and that SEIU members receive additional 
contribution to benefit plans. 
 
Raul Gaitan, Public Works Dept., spoke on behalf of Supervisory and Professional 
Association. He asked the Council for their cooperation and to take in consideration how 
the employee cuts have affected the moral of the remaining employees. In his opinion, 
the employees have maintained their loyalty to the City due to the passion for their 
work. He asked that the Council consider increasing their cafeteria benefit. 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
 
A. Update on Labor Negotiations– Government Code § 54957.6.  City Labor 

Negotiators:  Human Resources Manager Lorena Alvarez, Assistant to the City 
Manager Elisabeth Amador and Finance Director Sandy Easley.  Employee 
Organizations:  SEIU Local 721; Santa Paula Police Officers Association 
(SPPOA); Ventura County Professional Firefighters Association (VCPFA), 
representing Santa Paula Full-time Firefighters; Community Services Officers 
(CSO); Mid-Management Association, Supervisory and Professional 
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Association;  unrepresented confidential employees (City employees who are not 
members of bargaining units); and Part-Time/Temporary/Seasonal. 

 
RECESSED TO BREAK 

 
Mayor Fernandez recessed the City Council to break at 8:10 p.m. 

 
 

RECONVENED TO THE SPECIAL MEETING  
 

Mayor Fernandez reconvened the City Council at 8:20 p.m. 
 

 
CLOSED SESSION REPORT 

 
No reportable action. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mayor Fernandez adjourned the Special Meeting at 9:00 p.m. 
 
ATTEST:  
 
            __              ______ ___     ___ 
Judy Rice  
City Clerk 


