
Special City Council Meeting  
Thursday, January 27, 2011     

 Council Chambers 

 
CALL TO ORDER 

 
Mayor Robinson called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m. 
 
 

ROLL CALL 
 
Councilmember Richard C. Cook, Councilmember Ralph Fernandez, 
Councilmember James A. Tovias, Vice Mayor Robert S. Gonzales and Mayor 
Fred W. Robinson responded to roll call. City Manager Jaime M. Fontes, City 
Attorney Karl H. Berger, Finance Director John Quinn, City Clerk Judy Rice and 
Deputy City Clerk Peggy Higgins were also present. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

James Robles - 606 N. 12th St., spoke of disposition of Enterprise funds. 
 
Anthony Scott, 341 Dartmouth Rd., representing Solid Waste Division of Public 
Works Department, spoke in favor of maintaining the solid waste division as a 
city service. 
 
Paul Hayes, 162 E. Pine, Altadena, representing SEIU Local 721, stated that his 
research has determined that the transfer of funds from an enterprise fund to the 
general fund would be in violation of Proposition 218 and that SEIU is committed 
to working with the city to explore viable options. 
 
Noah Sharp, representing Solid Waste Division of Public Works Department, 
disagreed with contracting out the trash services stating that it doesn’t make 
sense as the solid waste division is a revenue generating enterprise and could 
increase funds if expanded. 
 
Delton Lee Johnson, 14 McKevett Heights, requested that Council keep an open 
mind about their decision, that contracting out solid waste services is an 
irreversible decision that will make others money and does not believe it is the 
right thing to do.  
 
Evan Edgar, 1822 21st St., Sacramento, representing Harrision Industries spoke 
in favor of localization of services to reduce green-house gases. 
 
Lynn Harrison, 1113 Clifford, representing Santa Clara Valley Disposal, spoke of 
concerns regarding use of the Palm yard and the lease or purchase of the city’s 
trash hauling equipment. 
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Nan Drake, P. O. Box 4009, Ventura, representing Harrison Industries, stated 
that Harrison has met recyclable quotas and spoke of the letters of 
recommendation received by Harrison Industries. 
 
Jim Harrison, P. O. Box 4009, Ventura, representing Harrison Industries spoke 
of Harrison’s quality of service and willingness to help the city in its time of need.  
 
Tina Rivera, 780 W. Santa Barbara St., former Director of Finance for City of 
Santa Paula spoke of how the enterprise fund absorbs administrative expenses 
and if solid waste services is contracted out how those expenses were not going 
to be covered and would revert back to the general fund, that future 
management will most likely will transfer back to enterprise funds and this cost 
will have to be absorbed by the residence of Santa Paula. 
 
Steve Smead, 145 S. 8th St., requested Council to keep the larger budget picture 
in mind in making their decision whether to privatize solid waste services. 
 
Tim Fry, 9189 De Garmo Ave., Sun Valley, representing Crown Disposal, spoke 
in favor privatization and allowing Crown to be a part of the process. 
 
Chuck Jelleion, 9550 Topanga Cyn, Chatsworth, representing Crown Disposal, 
requested that Council allow Crown to negotiate a contract with the City for solid 
waste services and that rate payers are paying too much for their trash service. 
 
Bill Camarillo, Oxnard, representing Agromin, spoke of the technology of solid 
waste resources in creating food by powering green houses for food crops and 
of the importance of the strategic partnership between Agromin, Limoneira and 
Harrison Industries in solving the waste problem collectively.  
 
City Council Work Study Session for Solid Waste Services- The City 
Council may consider, without limitation, the City budget; Solid Waste Division; 
third-party solid waste hauler proposals for service; and all other matters related 
to solid waste. The City Council may provide such direction to staff as it feels is 
appropriate. No final decisions will be made during this meeting. 
 
After extensive discussion the Council requested the following information from 
staff: 
 
Clarify if the $1.1 million dollar in refuse funds is eligible to be transferred to the 
general fund.  
 
Sell the refuse equipment and ask for an advance on the franchise fees from the 
contractor to start the fiscal year with a balanced budget. 
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Identify all refuse equipment and property owned and leased by the City. 
 
Have appraisals done on all equipment and produce a complete list of City’s 
assets. 
 
Identify equipment that is being paid for by other enterprise funds. 
 

RECESS TO BREAK 
 

Mayor Robinson recessed the City Council to a break at 7:40 p.m. 
 

RECONVENED TO REGULAR MEETING 
 
Mayor Robinson reconvened the City Council a 7:58 p.m. 
 
 
The City Council continued the discussion with further requests for information 
from staff. 
 
City Attorney Berger was asked to render a legal opinion regarding the use of 
enterprise funds in respect to AB 218. 
 
Identify what administrative costs are paid for by enterprise funds and identify 
how those costs will be paid for with the elimination of the enterprise fund. 
 
Provide an explanation of stranded costs. 
 
Identify the cost savings if the solid waste division is dismantled. 
 
Determine if the City of Santa Paula be a part of the strategic partners 
(Agromin/Limoneira/Harrison) to generate funds for the City. 
 
Determine if the requirements for AB 382 for year 2020 will be met regarding 
vehicle maintenance. 
 
Review Palm yard site and determine if there are any code violations and if the 
yard needs any upgrades. 
 
Report back on the number of workers compensation cases in the solid waste 
division and what could be done to help save costs. 
 
Determine if the City is in a position to bring in technology to convert solid waste 
into potential resources. 
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Use City’s website more effectively. 
 
Gather staff ideas for budget reductions. 
 
Look into renegotiating existing contracts with vendors. 
 
Give the solid waste division consideration and a fair and equal playing field by 
hiring a consultant to assist with an updated proposal. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mayor Robinson adjourned the Council at 8:54 p.m. 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________ 
Judy Rice, City Clerk 
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