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CALL TO ORDER 
 
Vice Mayor Tovias called the meeting to order at 4:10 p.m. 
 

ROLL CALL 
 
Mayor Ralph Fernandez, Vice Mayor Jim Tovias, Councilmember Bob  
Gonzales, Councilmember Fred Robinson, and Councilmember Gabino Aguirre 
respond to roll call. City Manager Wally Bobkiewicz, City Attorney Karl H. Berger, 
City Clerk Judy Rice, Deputy City Clerk Peggy Higgins were also present.  
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Ilan Bender, Bender Farms, Santa Paula expressed support of involving public in 
the City Manager recruitment and volunteered himself as a participant if needed. 
The Council thanked him for his interest.  
 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 
A. City Manager Recruitment – Executive Search Firm Selection 
 
The Council then conducted interviews with the following executive search firms 
to conduct the recruitment of the new City Manager: 
 
Slavin Management Consultants, Ralph Anderson and Associates, Bob Murray 
and Associates, Bill Avery and Associates, and Peckham & McKenney. After 
completing the interviews, the Council discussed the candidate firms. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Robinson, seconded by Council to hire Bob 
Murray and Associates for a fee not to exceed $15,500 and expenses not to 
exceed $6,000, direct the City Attorney to finalize an agreement with Bob Murray 
and Associates, to authorize the Mayor to execute an agreement and to direct 
Mayor Fernandez and Human Resources Manager Kathy Campbell to be Bob 
Murray and Associates’ primary contacts for the recruitment. Under roll call vote 
all were in favor and the motion carried. 
 

RECESS TO CLOSED SESSION 
 
Mayor Fernandez recessed the City Council to Closed Session at 6:35 p.m. 
 
A. Evaluation or Appointment of Public Employee – Government Code § 

54957.  Position:  City Manager. 
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B. Conference with Real Property Negotiator– Government Code § 54956.8. 
Property Address: 217 N. 10th Street, Santa Paula and 221 N. Ojai St. 
Santa Paula. Negotiating Parties: Santa Paula Promenade, Inc. and Wind 
Astern, LLC, respectively. City Negotiators: City Manager Wally 
Bobkiewicz and City Attorney Karl H. Berger.  Under Negotiations:  Both 
price and terms. 
 

C. Conference with Labor Negotiation– Government Code § 54957.6.  City 
Negotiators:  City Manager Wally Bobkiewicz and Human Resources 
Manager Kathy Campbell.  Employee Organizations:  Santa Paula Police 
Officers Association (SPPOA); and Part-Time/Temporary/Seasonal. 

 
CLOSED SESSION REPORT 

 
City Council agreed on a 5/0 vote to hire Bob Murray and Associates to conduct 
recruitment of City Manager. 
 
Mayor Fernandez recessed from closed session at 6:45 p.m. 
 

PRESENTATIONS 
 
A. Presentation of City Tiles for Recognition  of Service–   Trini Bonilla, 

Becky Bolanos, John Dunn, Audrey Ellington, Elizabeth Garcia, Tony 
Villanueva. 

 
City Manager Bobkiewicz presented retiring employees with the City tile in 
recognition of their years of service. All were present with the exception of Tony 
Villanueva. 
 
B. Presentation of Ventura County Fair Poster by Ginger Gherardi from the 

Board of Directors of Ventura County Fairgrounds 
 
Ginger Gherardi, Fair Board Director presented the Council with this year’s fair 
poster. The theme of this year’s fair is “Purebred and Homegrown.” 
 
C. Presentation by Carla Edwards regarding Citrus Classic Balloon Festival 
 
Carla Edwards presented the Council with the poster of this year’s Citrus Classic 
Balloon Festival and thanked the Council for their financial donation and invited 
sponsorship donations and public participation. 

 
D. Presentation by Mary Mata regarding the 42nd Annual Citrus Festival  
 
Mary Mata, Carol Wood and Cynthia Rodriguez, Kiwanis members presented a 
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framed poster of the 42nd Annual Citrus Festival to the Council and thanked the  
Council for their participation and financial donation. 
 
E. Presentation of Proclamation to Community Services Director Brian Yanez 

in Recognition of Parks & Recreation Month 
 
Mayor Fernandez presented to Ed Mount, Recreation Supervisor the 
proclamation on behalf of the Community Services Department. 
 
City Manager requested to add an additional presentation by Chief of Police 
Stephen McKinnon and Fire Chief Rick Araiza.   
 
Fire Chief Araiza stated that the Ventura County Fire Chiefs theme for fireworks 
is “Leave the Shows to the Pros,” and reminded the public that fireworks are 
illegal in Santa Paula. 
 
Chief of Police McKinnon commented that during the weekend of the 4th of July 
police vehicles, marked and unmarked will respond to any calls regarding 
fireworks since they are illegal and unsafe. It was noted that there are fines 
possible up to $1,000 for the illegal use of fireworks. 
 

APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA 
 

It was moved by Councilmember Gonzales, seconded by Councilmember 
Aguirre to approve the agenda as presented. All were in favor under roll call vote 
and the motion carried. 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Gonzales, seconded by Vice Mayor Tovias to 
approve the Consent Calendar as presented. All were in favor under roll call vote 
and the motion carried. 

 
A. Waiver of Reading of Ordinances and Resolutions– Waive reading of 

Ordinances and Resolutions appearing on the Agenda.   
 

B. Receive and File Reimbursement Reports– In accordance with 
Government Code §§ 53232.2, 53232.3, and Resolution No. 6258, receive 
and file reimbursement reports as specified.  

 
C. Planning Commission Action Report– Pursuant to Resolution No. 6456, 

receive and file the Planning Director’s report regarding Planning 
Commission actions taken on June 23, 2009. Alternatively, in accordance 
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with SPMC § 16.206.060, the City Council may place an item on a future 
agenda to consider issuing an order of review regarding an action. 

 
D. Warrants and Certifications– Review, approve, and file the attached 

warrants and certifications.  Finance Director John T. Quinn’s report dated 
June 22, 2009. 

   
 Voided Checks  06/06/09 
 Invoices   06/12/09    
 Wire Transfer  06/10/09 
 
 Subtotal              $ 45,130.94 
 
 Voided Checks  06/18/09 
 Invoices   06/16/09 
 Wire Transfers  06/17/09 
 Subtotal             $ 421,315.54 
 
         ________________ 

                TOTAL         $ 466,446.48 
 
 

E. Membership in California Municipal Finance Authority (“CMFA”) – It is 
recommended that the City Council: 1) adopt Resolution No. 6602; 2) 
authorize the Mayor to execute a joint powers agreement, in a form 
approved by the City Attorney, on the City’s behalf to join the California 
Municipal Finance Authority; and 3) take such additional, related, action 
that may be desirable.  City Attorney, Karl H. Berger’s report dated June 
11, 2009.   

 
 F. Authorization for Write-Off of Uncollectible Items–  It is recommended that 

the City Council authorize staff to write-off: 1) the uncollectible returned 
checks per the attached Exhibit A; and 2) the uncollectible utility billing 
accounts per the attached Exhibit B; or, 3) return to staff with further 
direction.  Finance Director John T. Quinn’s report dated June 24, 2009. 

 
G. Grand Jury Response: Detention Facilities–It is recommended that the 

City Council authorize the Chief of Police to provide a response to a 
recommendation in the Ventura County 2008-2009 grand Jury Report.  
Police Chief MacKinnon’s report dated June 22, 2009. 

 
H. Authorization to Pursue Grant Funding Opportunities– It is recommended 

that the City Council adopt Resolution No. 6604 to authorize the Police 
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Department to submit grant applications for two separate grant 
opportunities.  Police Chief MacKinnon’s report dated June 22, 2009. 

 
I. Request for Out-of-State Travel–It is recommended that the City Council 

approve the out-of-state travel for police personnel to attend training in 
Tampa, Florida on July 12-16, 2009.  Police Chief MacKinnon’s report 
dated June 22, 2009. 

 
J. Adopt Sanitary Sewer Management Report–  It is recommended that the 

City Council: 1) adopt the City of Santa Paula Sanitary Sewer 
Management Program Report; and 2) take such additional, related action 
that may be desirable.  Interim Public Works Director Jon Turner’s report 
dated June 16, 2009. 

 
K. Annual Contract for VISTA Bus Service 09/10– It is recommended that the 

City Council: 1) approve the 2009-2010 Amendment to the Cooperative 
Agreement (FY 2001/2001) with the Ventura Intercity Service Transit 
Authority (VISTA) for the Highway 126 bus service and the Santa Paula 
and Fillmore Dial-A-Ride service; 2) authorize the Mayor to sign the 
Amendment; and 3) take such additional, related, action that may be 
desirable.  Interim Public Works Director Jon Turner’s report dated June 
17, 2009. 

 
PUBLIC HEARING 

 
A. Review of Project No. 2008-CDP-03: construction of a multi-family 

residential development on an existing vacant lot located at 210 W. Santa 
Barbara Street and construction of a 3,900 square foot child day care 
center on an existing vacant lot located at 141 Dean Drive. 

 
Planning Director, Janna Minsk’s report dated June 23, 2009. 
 
Upon verification of legal posting the public hearing that was continued from June 
15, 2009 was open at 7:48 p.m. 
 
Planning Director Janna Minsk read into the record the following: 
 
In accordance with the settlement agreement we are asking that the Council 
authorize the City Manager to utilize Resolutions 6230, 6272 and 6373 for the 
purpose of calculating the fees related to this particular project.  
 
Detlev Peikert Peikert Group Architects, presented the design of the Paseo 
Santa Barbara project. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Karen Flock, Real Estate Development Director, Cabrillo Economic Development 
Corporation thanked the Council for working with CEDC to reach the proposed 
settlement. She also thanked City Manager, City Attorney and the City Planning 
staff for working together.  
 
Tom Mehle, CEDC Boardmember expressed appreciation for the 
professionalism, the rationality, and the diligence that the city exhibited as the 
parties worked through the differences.  
 
Tony Perez, President Santa Paula Elementary School Board, encouraged the 
City Council to approve Paseo Santa Barbara. 
 
Leslie Leavens-Crowe, 485 Monte Vista Dr., commended the negotiating team 
from the City and CEDC on coming to agreement on Paseo Santa Barbara and 
encouraged the Council to support their recommendation.  
 
Shane Boston, Business Agent for Plumbers and Pipefitters Local 484, spoke for 
Ron Cobos, Business Manager for P & P Local 484 who was out of town and 
could not address the Council personally. Mr. Cobos supports Paseo Santa 
Barbara and encouraged the Council to support CEDC to bring jobs to this 
community. 
 
Jeff Ponting, California Rural Legal Assistance Migrant Farm Worker Project in 
Oxnard spoke on behalf of CRLA’s client Mr. Lira who is in need of affordable 
housing in Santa Paula. CRLA believes that the agreement between the City and 
CEDC regarding Paseo Santa Barbara is a first step in serving the housing 
needs of Santa Paula’s lower income population, many of whom are farm 
workers. 
 
Doug Green, Santa Paula, expressed his appreciation to the Council for working 
with CEDC to help move the Paseo Santa Barbara project ahead. Mr. Green 
believe this project will move forward in providing a homes for kids to grown and 
reach their full potential. 
 
John Stockdill, 1500 Richmond Rd., supports CEDC projects and suggested that 
the Council should be proud that Santa Paula was selected for a CEDC project.  
 
It was moved by Councilmember Aguirre, seconded by Councilmember 
Robinson to adopt Resolution No. 6600 approving design review, lot line 
adjustment, 87 growth management allocations, conditional use permit, and 
variance, and in accordance with the settlement agreement authorize the City 
Manager to utilize Resolutions 6230, 6272 and 6373 for the purpose of 
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calculating the fees related to this particular project. Upon roll call vote Mayor 
Fernandez, Vice Mayor Tovias, Councilmember Aguirre, Councilmember 
Robinson approved the motion. Councilmember Gonzales opposed the motion. 
The motion carried. 
  
B. Tax Equity Fiscal Reform Act (TEFRA) Public Hearing for Paseo Santa 

Barbara project. 
 
City Attorney Karl H. Berger’s report dated June 11, 2009. 
 
Upon verification of legal posting the public hearing that was continued from June 
15, 2009 was open at 8:40 p.m. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Robinson, seconded by Councilmember 
Aguirre to consider any testimony or written evidence and adopt Resolution No. 
6603. All approved under roll call vote and the motion carried.  
  
 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
   
A. Settlement Agreement with Cabrillo Economic Development Corporation.   
 
Oral report from City Attorney Karl H. Berger’s.  
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Jeff Ponting, CRLA on behalf of client Mr. Lira who is in need of affordable 
housing in Santa Paula. CRLA acknowledges that the settlement agreement will 
provide the opportunity for the City to help meet the housing needs of its lower 
income residence. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Aguirre, seconded by Vice Mayor Tovias to 
consider the Settlement Agreement with CEDC resolving matters regarding the 
Plaza Amistad and Paseo Santa Barbara project, authorize the Mayor to execute 
the Settlement Agreement on the City's behalf and to authorize the City Manager 
and City Attorney to implement the Settlement Agreement as necessary. Upon 
roll call vote Mayor Fernandez, Vice Mayor Tovias, Councilmember Aguirre, 
Councilmember Robinson approved the motion Councilmember Gonzales 
opposed the motion. The motion carried. 
 

RECESSED TO CLOSED SESSION 
 

Mayor Fernandez recessed the Council into closed session at 8:47 p.m. 
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RECONVENED TO OPEN SESSION 
 

Mayor Fernandez reconvened the Council to open session at 9:25 p.m. 
 

CLOSED SESSION REPORT 
 

There was no reportable action. 
 

B. Monthly Budget Report 
 
Finance Director John Quinn’s report dated June 24, 2009. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Aguirre, seconded by Councilmember 
Gonzales to receive and file this Statement of Revenue & Expenditures.  Under 
roll call vote all were in favor and the motion carried. 
 
C. Adoption of a Direction for Animal Control Services 
 
Police Chief Steve MacKinnon’s report dated June 24, 2009. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Gonzales, seconded by Vice Mayor Tovias to 
adopt Resolution No. 6605 amending Resolution No. 6587 to include an Animal 
Services Coordinator position within the FY 09-10 Budget. All were in favor under 
roll call vote and the motion carried. 
 
D. Public Works Wastewater Unit Implementation 

 
Interim Public Works Director Jon Turner’s report dated June 24, 2009. 

 
It was moved by Councilmember Gonzales, seconded by Vice Mayor Tovias to 
authorize the City Manager to negotiate with SouthWest Water Company 
(SWWC) and PERC Water Corporation regarding the existing treatment plant 
and collection system operation and maintenance contracts and authorize the 
City Manager to activate the wastewater unit of the Utilities Division within the 
Public Works Department as outlined in the City’s administrative code. All were in 
favor under roll call vote and the motion carried. 
 
E. Amendment No. 2 – Professional Services Agreement with BioResources 

Consultants for Preparation and Implementation of the Southwestern 
Pond Turtle Relocation Plan 

 
Public Works Director Cliff Finley’s report dated 23, 2009 
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It was moved by Councilmember Gonzales, seconded by Councilmember 
Aguirre to authorize the City Manager to amend the existing Agreement with 
BioResources in a form approved by the City Attorney, in the amount of $54,245 
to develop and implement the Southwestern Pond Turtle Relocation Plan in 
accordance with their proposal dated June 11, 2009 and as required by the 
California Department of Fish & Game and to allocate an additional budget 
amount of $60,000 from the WRF Project Account No. 610.5.9241.290 for 
Amendment No. 2. All were in favor under roll call vote and the motion carried. 
 
F. Appointment of Interim City Manager 
 
City Manager Wally Bobkiewicz’s report dated June 24, 2009 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Gonzales, seconded by Vice Mayor Tovias to 
adopt Resolution No. 6606 appointing Clifford G. Finley Interim City Manager and 
authorizing the Mayor to execute an employment agreement with Finley. To also 
direct the City Attorney to prepare an agreement with Mr. Finley to serve as 
Interim City Manager for an annual salary of $140,000.  All were in favor under 
roll call vote and the motion carried. 
 
G. Appointment of Two Members to Planning Commission 
 
City Manager Wally Bobkiewicz’s report dated June 24, 2009. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Gonzales, seconded by Councilmember  
Robinson to appoint John Wisda to a seat on the Planning Commission. Upon 
roll call vote Mayor Fernandez, Vice Mayor Tovias, Councilmember Robinson 
and Councilmember Gonzales approved. Councilmember Aguirre was opposed. 
The motion carried. 
 
It was moved by Mayor Fernandez, seconded by Councilmember Robinson to 
appoint Marilyn Appleby to a seat on the Planning Commission. All were in favor 
under roll call vote and the motion carried. 
 
H. Appointment of Member to Design Assistance Committee 
 
City Manager Wally Bobkiewicz’s report dated June 24, 2009. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Gonzales, seconded by Vice Mayor Tovias to 
table this item until further vacancies are advertise and there are more 
applicants. All were in favor under roll call vote and the motion carried. 
 
I.  Agreement with Continental Wind Power for Business Location Incentive 

Grant-  
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City Manager Bobkiewicz’s report dated June 29, 2010. 
 
It was moved by Mayor Fernandez, seconded by Councilmember Robinson to 
authorize in a form approved by the Agency Attorney, an agreement with 
Continental Wind Power to provide a loan in the amount of $25,000 payable in 
five years with simple interest, forgivable if Continental Wind Power maintains an 
office in Santa Paula for at least three years, and to authorize the mayor to act as 
liaison to execute such on behalf of the Redevelopment Agency. Under roll call 
vote all were in favor and the motion carried.  
 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
 

This was City Managers last City Council meeting and said that it has been a 
pleasure serving them. 
 
Vice Mayor Tovias announced Jazz Night on July 11, 2009 sponsored by the 
Downtown Merchants Association. 
Mayor Fernandez thanked City Manager Bobkiewicz for serving Santa Paula and 
wished him well in his new position. 
 
Councilmember Robinson wished City Manager Bobkiewicz well and welcomed 
Interim City Manager Clifford E. Finley. 
 

REQUEST FOR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

It was moved by Councilmember Gonzales, seconded by Mayor Fernandez to 
place a status report for recruitment of the City Manager on the agenda until the 
position is filled. All were in favor under roll call vote and the motion carried. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
Mayor Fernandez adjourned the meeting at 9:51p.m. 
 
 

 
 
_____________________________ 
Judy Rice 
City Clerk 


