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CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Gonzales called the meeting to order at 6:44 p.m. and Vice Chair Skeels led the 
flag salute. 
 

ROLL CALL 
 
Councilmember Dr. Gabino Aguirre, Councilmember John T. Procter, Vice Mayor Ralph 
J. Fernandez, Mayor Robert S. Gonzales, Commissioner Gary L. Nasalroad, 
Commissioner Jesse R. Ornelas, and Vice Chair Paul L. Skeels responded to roll call. 
City Manager Wally Bobkiewicz, City Attorney Karl H. Berger, Planning Director Janna 
Minsk, and City Clerk Josie G. Herrera were also present.  Councilmember Ray C. 
Luna, Commissioner L. Steven Brown, Chair Michael E. Sommer, Deputy City Clerk 
Lorena Alvarez, Peggy Kelly from the Santa Paula Times, and Sam Richards from the 
Ventura County Star were absent. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
 

None. 
 

APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA 
 

It was moved by Councilmember Aguirre, seconded by Vice Mayor Fernandez to 
approve the final agenda as presented.  All were in favor under roll call vote and the 
motion carried. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

No Public Comment. 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

A. Minutes – It is recommended that the City Council and Planning Commission 
adopt the minutes of the Special Joint Council/Planning Commission meeting on 
Wednesday, January 30, 2008, Housing Element Public Workshop #1. 

 
It was moved by Vice Chair Skeels, seconded by Commissioner Ornelas to adopt the 
minutes of the Special Joint Council/Planning Commission meeting of January 30, 2008, 
Housing Element Public Workshop #1.  All were in favor under roll call vote and the 
motion carried. 
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B. Minutes – It is recommended that the City Council and Planning Commission 
adopt the minutes of the Special Joint City Council/Planning Commission meeting 
of Wednesday, March 4, 2008, Housing Element Public Workshop #2. 

 
It was moved by Councilmember Procter, seconded by Vice Mayor Fernandez to adopt 
the minutes of the Special Joint City Council/Planning Commission meeting of 
Wednesday, March 4, 2008, Housing Element Public Workshop #2.  All were in favor 
under roll call vote and the motion carried. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 

A. Project 07-CI-07:  2008 – 2014 City of Santa Paula General Plan Housing 
Element Update 

 
Upon verification of proper notification and posting by the City Clerk, Mayor Gonzales 
opened the Public Hearing at 6:49 p.m. 
 
John Douglas, Conexus, provided an overview of the draft General Plan Housing 
Element document. 
 
Rigoberto Perez, 1112 New Street, spoke in support of more affordable housing 
opportunities. 
 
Ana Trejo, 1006 Ventura Street, spoke in regards to the poor living conditions she 
currently lives in and spoke in support of more affordable housing. 
 
Graciela Silva, 681 W. Santa Barbara Street, spoke in support of affordable housing 
opportunities. 
 
Esequiel Alonso, President of Poder Popular, spoke in regards to the poor living 
conditions his family lives in and asked the City to provide more options and 
opportunities for affordable housing.  Mr. Alonso submitted a petition with 773 
signatures in support for more affordable housing. 
 
Eileen McCarthy, California Rural Legal Assistance, submitted written comment and 
spoke in regards to the analysis of farmworker population. 
 
Magdalena Rios Mejia, Santa Paula, spoke in regards to the poor living conditions her 
family lives in and the need for more affordable housing. 
 
Juan Maldonado, 342 Peralta Drive, spoke in support of more affordable housing for 
low-income families. 
 
Lorena Ramirez, spoke in support of affordable housing opportunities. 
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Alfredo Valdovinos, 103 W. Santa Ana Street, spoke in support of affordable housing 
opportunities. 
 
Juana Lemos, 104 W. Santa Anna Street, spoke in support of additional affordable 
housing. 
 
Dora Crouch, House Farm Workers Group, submitted written comment for the record 
and spoke in support of affordable housing for farmworker families.  Ms. Crouch also 
expressed her concerns regarding the draft Housing Element document. 
 
Christina Urias, 919 La Vuelta, submitted written comment for the record and spoke in 
regards to the affects insufficient affordable housing has on the enrollment at the Santa 
Paula High School District. 
 
Cathy Budnicki, Ventura County and Homeless Housing Coalition, expressed her 
concerns with the draft Housing Element document and also spoke in regards to the 
new State law requirements that require cities to identify appropriate zone for 
emergency shelter. 
 
Sally Knight, 1007 E. Virginia Terrace, spoke in regards to the need to attract higher 
income residents and higher paying jobs.  Ms. Knight asked the Council to consider 
including senior housing in the Housing Element document. 
 
Jess Victoria, 134 Moultrie Place, spoke in support of providing more affordable housing 
to generate additional revenues for the city. 
 
Audrey Vincent, Santa Paula Ministerial Association, expressed her concerns regarding 
the draft Housing Element document not addressing the needs of the homeless 
community. 
 
Bob Borrego, 524 14  Street, expressed his concerns regarding the need for higher 
paying jobs in Santa Paula to provide affordable housing. 

th

 
Victor Espinoza, 233 Corte Linda, spoke in support of affordable housing opportunities. 
 
Barbara Macri-Ortiz, Attorney for Cabrillo Economic Development Corporation, 
submitted written comments and spoke in regards to zoning issues.  Ms. Macri-Ortiz 
advised the Council and Planning Commission to identify governmental constraints in 
the Housing Element. 
 
Larry Sagely, 585 Ridgecrest, spoke in regards the need for a balance in housing and 
more housing for higher income families.  
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Maria Perez, 102 Santa Ana Street # D, spoke in support of affordable housing 
opportunities. 
 
Dora Crouch, 739 Yale Street # 6B, submitted written comments and expressed her 
concerns regarding the draft Housing Element document. 
 

RECESS TO A BREAK 
 
Mayor Gonzales recessed the City Council and Planning Commission to a break at 8:25 
p.m. 

 
RECONVENED TO REGULAR MEETING 

 
Mayor Gonzales reconvened the City Council and Planning Commission at 8:47 p.m. 
 
City Attorney Karl H. Berger stated for the record, “It is not simply three parcels in the 
City of Santa Paula that are zoned R4, I believe the number is more likely seven parcels 
that are zoned R4.  Certainly from that perspective it is not solely the three parcels 
owned by Ms. Macri– Ortiz’s client. The other issue that she raised was spot zoning and 
certainly since there are more than three parcels and based upon their location and the 
surrounding zoning, I do not think it would be spot zoning if the Council at some point 
wanted to consider reducing those properties from R4 to R3 zone. That is a separate 
legislative decision that needs to be considered by the Planning Commission and the 
City Council when and if that date comes.  But certainly it is reflected in the Housing 
Element as a future legislative consideration. I believe one of the letters also addressed 
discrimination related to that language in the Housing Element.  I’m not quite sure about 
the argument there, but I can certainly take a look at that and discuss it with the 
consultant before the document comes back for consideration.” 
 
It was moved by Vice Mayor Fernandez, seconded by Commissioner Nasalroad to (1) 
receive the draft 2008 Housing Element and staff report; (2) direct staff to prepare 
appropriate CEQA document; and (3) bring the document back to the Council for final 
approval.  All were in favor under roll call vote and the motion carried.   
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
 

Councilmember Aguirre communicated that the Ventura Council of Governments was 
currently discussing the housing projections for the Ventura County Region. 
 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
None. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
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Mayor Gonzales adjourned the meeting at 10:10 p.m. 
 
ATTEST:  
 
            __              ______ ___     ___
Josie Guzman Herrera 
City Clerk 
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