
Regular City Council Meeting 
Monday, October 1, 2007  

 Council Chambers  

 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Luna called the meeting to order at 6:45 p.m. Deacon Al Guilin from St. 
Sebastian Church led the invocation, and Vice Mayor Procter led the flag salute. 
 

ROLL CALL 
 
Councilmember Ralph J. Fernandez, Councilmember Robert S. Gonzales, 
Councilmember Dr. Gabino Aguirre, Vice Mayor John T. Procter, and Mayor Ray 
C. Luna responded to roll call.  City Manager Wally Bobkiewicz, City Attorney 
Karl H. Berger, City Clerk Josie G. Herrera and Deputy City Clerk Lorena Alvarez 
were also present. 
 
 

CLOSED SESSION REPORT 
 

No closed session. 
 

PRESENTATIONS 
 
A. Presentation of City Tile and Proclamation to Retiring City of Santa Paula 

Employee Ruben Gomez 
 
Public Works Director/ City Engineer Clifford G. Finley spoke briefly in regards to 
the years Ruben Gomez has worked under him and commended him for his 
dedication to serving the City of Santa Paula.  
 
Ruben Gomez introduced his family and reminisced about his career as Water 
Maintenance Supervisor with the City of Santa Paula.  Ruben thanked the City 
for recognizing his hard work. 
 
Mayor Luna and Councilmembers presented Ruben Gomez with the City Tile 
and Proclamation. 
 
B. Introduction of New Employees: Guillermo Breton, Custodian; Julian Scott, 

Custodian; Richard Molina, Water Distribution Worker; Carolynne Weiner, 
Public Safety Dispatcher 

  
Community Services Director Brian J. Yanez’s introduced the two new 
custodians Julian Scott and Guillermo Brenton. 
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Julian Scott, thanked the City Council and expressed his excitement to now be a 
full time employee for the City of Santa Paula. 
 
Guillermo Breton, thanked the City and Community Services Director Brian J. 
Yanez for the opportunity. 
 
Chief of Police Stephen MacKinnon introduced Carolynne Weiner as the new 
public safety dispatcher. 
 
Carolynne Weiner, thanked the City Council for the opportunity. 
 
C. Presentation by Public Works Director/City Engineer Clifford G. Finley 

Regarding “Santa Paula Beautiful”  
 
Public Works Director/ City Engineer Clifford G. Finley gave a presentation on 
the upcoming “Santa Paula Beautiful” event and invited the public to volunteer for 
the event. 
 
D. Presentation by Assistant to the City Manager Elisabeth Amador 

Regarding “City of Spooky Paula” 
 
Assistant to the City Manager Elisabeth Amador spoke in regards to the events 
that will be taking place during the month of October and invited the public to 
participate on the events of the “City of Spooky Paula”. 
 
City Manager Wally Bobkiewicz added two additional presentations. 
 
Mayor Luna presented a proclamation to Chief Araiza in honor of Fire Prevention 
Week on October 7, 2007 through October 13, 2007. 
 
Chief Araiza accepted the proclamation on behalf of the Santa Paula Fire 
Department. 
 
City Manager Wally Bobkiewicz presented a 30-year City pin to Councilmember 
Gonzales. 
 

RECESSED TO BREAK 
 
Mayor Luna recessed the City Council to break at 7:15 p.m. 
 

RECONVENED TO REGULAR MEETING 
 

Mayor Luna reconvened the City Council at 7:18 p.m. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Debbie Johnson, Downtown Merchants Association, thanked the City Council for 
their support of the “Jazz Festival” and thanked the Community Services 
Department, the street maintenance crew and Rochelle Margollin for their help 
during the event. 
 
Cindy Martin, spoke in regards to the problems with her homeowners association 
and asked the City Council to intervene. 
 

STAFF COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Councilmember Gonzales asked for a report on “Moonlight at the Ranch” event. 
 
Chief MacKinnon provided the City Council with a brief oral report on the 
activities that took place during the “Moonlight at the Ranch” event. 
 
Vice Mayor Procter reminded the public that Friday, October 5, 2007, would be 
the last cruise night of the season. 
 
Councilmember Aguirre thanked Limoneira Company for organizing the 
“Moonlight at the Ranch” event. 
 
Councilmember Fernandez thanked the Fire and Police Department for working 
together with Limoneira Company on organizing the “Moonlight at the Ranch” 
event. 
 
City Manager Wally Bobkiewicz communicated to the City Council that last week 
a Superior Court Judge signed off on the City’s settlement agreement with the 
State of California regarding the fines for the existing wastewater treatment plant. 
Mr. Bobkiewicz recognized Vice Mayor Procter for his leadership and City 
Attorney Karl H. Berger who worked out the final details of the agreement. 
 

APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA 
 
It was moved by Vice Mayor Procter, seconded by Councilmember Aguirre to 
move Items 12E and 12F following item 12A.  All were in favor under roll call vote 
and the motion carried. 
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CONSENT CALENDAR  
 
It was moved by Councilmember Aguirre, seconded by Councilmember 
Gonzales to approve the consent calendar as presented.  All were in favor under 
roll call vote and the motion carried. 
 
 
A. Waiver of Reading of Ordinances and Resolutions – Waive reading of 

Ordinances and Resolutions appearing on the Agenda.   
 

B. Receive and File Reimbursement Reports - In accordance with 
Government Code §§ 53232.2, 53232.3, and Resolution No. 6258, receive 
and file reimbursement reports as specified. 

 
C. Minutes – Adopt the minutes from the Regular City Council Meeting of 

September 4, 2007. 
 
D. Annual Report on Supplemental Law Enforcement Services Fund-

Citizens Option for Public Safety Grant – It is recommended that the 
City Council receive this report and file the attached annual activity report 
for the Supplemental Law Enforcement Services Fund (SLESF), also 
known as the Citizens Option for Public Safety (COPS) Grant, for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 2007.  Finance Director John T. Quinn’s report 
dated September 24, 2007. 

 
E. Approval of Planning Services Agreement with Ronald R. Allen for 

Development Projects – It is recommended that the City Council (1) 
Approve a Planning Services Agreement with Ronald R. Allen; (2) 
Authorize the City Manager to execute the Agreement, in a form approved 
by the City Attorney; (3) Take such additional related action that may be 
desirable.  Planning Director Janna Minsk’s report dated September 25, 
2007. 

 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 

A. Moratorium on Mobilehome Park Condominium Conversions 
 
Planning Director Janna Minsk’s report dated September 24, 2007 
 
Upon verification of proper notification and posting by the City Clerk, Mayor Luna 
opened the Public Hearing at 7:40 p.m. 
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City Attorney Karl H. Berger stated for the record “A letter dated September 28, 
2007, was received today from a law firm representing the Rancho Santa Paula 
Mobilehome Park , also before you is a letter from my office dated October 1, 
2007, which responds to that letter.” 
 
Judy Johnduff, Assistant Planner, reported to the City Council that Assembly Bill 
1542 was currently awaiting the Governor’s signature. 
 
Bill Mensing, 500 W. Santa Maria Street, spoke in support of the City Council 
adopting an Urgency Ordinance. 
 
Bill Allen, 500 W. Santa Maria Street, thanked the City Council for considering 
the adoption of an Urgency Ordinance. 
 
Susie Forbath, Gilchrist & Rutter Law Firm, clarified to the City Council that the 
map application was filed under Government code Section 66427.5 which clearly 
outlines rent will not increase for everyone in the park, that rent is completely 
protected for low income residents for as long as they live in the park.  Ms. 
Forbath expressed to the Council she did not believe there was any urgency to 
adopt urgency ordinance. 
 
City Attorney Karl H. Berger stated for the record “The applicant has not filed an 
actual application, the only application that is pending was originally filed in April 
2007.  The first notice of incomplete was sent out in May 2007, another 
application was corrected and resubmitted in June 2007, a new notice of 
incomplete was sent out in July 2007 and no new application has been filed nor it 
has been corrected.  For this applicant to come up before the City Council and 
say that the City is delaying the application just belays the facts, the fact is there 
in no application that has been resubmitted, the deficiencies in the original 
application have been pointed out to the applicant, and the applicant has neither 
appealed that determination nor have they filed a new application.” 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Gonzales, seconded by Councilmember 
Aguirre to adopt Urgency Ordinance No. 1179.  All were in favor under roll call 
vote and motion carried. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 1179 
 

AN URGENCY ORDINANCE PROHIBITING PERMIT ISSUANCE FOR 
CONVERSION OF MOBILEHOME PARKS TO CONDOMINIUMS WITHIN THE 
CITY FOR A PERIOD OF FORTY-FIVE DAYS TO CONSIDER AMENDING 
TITLE 16 OF THE SANTA PAULA MUNICIPAL CODE. 
 
Mayor Luna closed the public hearing at 8:21 p.m. 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 

A. Update on Historical Street Light System 
 
Public Works Director/City Engineer Clifford G. Finley’s report dated September 
21, 2007. 
 
Andy Reider, Foothill Electric, provided the City Council with a status on the 
street light circuit work Foothill Electric is currently completing. 
 
Judy Triem, Santa Paula, spoke in regards to the value of the historical lights, 
and urged the City Council to keep the light poles as part of the historic 
landscape of the City. 
 
It was moved by Vice Mayor Procter, seconded by Councilmember Gonzales to 
provide an update on the Historical Street Light System at the October 15, 2007 
Regular City Council Meeting. 
 
F. Informational Update Non-Conforming Residential Uses 
 
Planning Director Janna Minsk’s report dated September 20, 2007. 
 
Julie Taylor, Realtor, asked the City Council to provide her client with a burn 
letter to be able to get financing on property located on 7th street. 
 
Anita Pulido, 310 San Clemente Street, spoke in regards to the residences that 
were rezoned to commercial and industrial.  Ms. Pulido requested that the City 
Council consider amending Section 16114.020 of the Santa Paula Municipal 
Code. 
 
Viola Tovias, Countrywide Home Loans, spoke in support of Julie Taylor and 
Anita Pulido’s requests to the City Council. 
 

RECESS TO BREAK 
 

Mayor Luna recessed the City Council to a break at 9:20 p.m. 
 

RECONVENED TO REGULAR MEETING
 

Mayor Luna reconvened the City Council at 9:32 p.m. 
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It was moved by Councilmember Gonzales, seconded by Councilmember 
Fernandez to continue the item to the meeting of October 15, 2007, and direct 
staff to contact the property owners and public speakers.  All were in favor under 
roll call vote and the motion carried.   
 
F. Information Regarding Home Occupations and Parking Requirements 
 
Planning Director Janna Minsk’s report dated July 9, 2007. 
 
Mark Baker, 732 Encino Place, requested that the City Council review the current 
ordinance, and consider amending the ordinance to where office space are not 
restricted to inside of a home and rather be in a detached structure. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Gonzales, seconded by Councilmember 
Aguirre to direct staff to return to Council with the appropriate amendment 
regarding accessory dwelling units use for home occupation and consider 
allowing customers to visit home office for business purposes.  All were in favor 
under roll call vote and the motion carried. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Aguirre, seconded by Councilmember 
Gonzales to continue items 12C and 12H to a future meeting.  All were in favor 
under roll call vote and the motion carried.  
 
B. Farmers Market
 
Oral report from Community Services Director Brian J. Yanez. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Fernandez, seconded by Mayor Luna to direct 
staff to return to Council during a future meeting with options for running farmers 
market.  All were in favor under roll call vote and the motion carried. 
 
D. Circo Nacional de Mexico Request to Hold a Circus at Veteran’s Memorial 

Park 
 
Community Services Director Brian J. Yanez’s report dated September 21, 2007. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Gonzales, seconded by Councilmember 
Aguirre to deny discussion and receive and file report.  Under roll call vote 
Councilmember Fernandez, Councilmember Gonzales, Councilmember Aguirre, 
and Vice Mayor Procter were in favor.  Mayor Luna was opposed.  The motion 
carried. 
 
G. Consulting Services for Design Review of Development Application 
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Planning Director Janna Minsk’s report dated September 26, 2007. 
 
Councilmember Fernandez stated for the record “About eighteen years ago I 
worked for Main Street Architects & Planners, so I’m familiar with them.  
Currently some of the staff from Main Street Architects & Planners now work at 
the college in my department. I don’t think I have a conflict of interest because I 
don’t employ them and they don’t employ me at this point in time”. 
 
As business had not concluded at 10:30 p.m., and pursuant Section 11 of the 
City Council’s Rules and Procedures, it was moved by Vice Mayor Procter, 
seconded by Councilmember Gonzales, to suspend the rules and continue the 
meeting.  All were in favor under roll call vote and the motion carried. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Gonzales, seconded by Councilmember 
Aguirre to authorize the City Manager to enter into contracts, in forms approved 
by the City Attorney, with Main Street Architects & Planners and Roger Cantrell, 
AICP, AIA, to provide design review services.  All were in favor under roll call 
vote and the motion carried.  
 
I. Award of WWTP Interim Repairs – Plant Digester Cleaning Contract to 

American Process Group, Inc. 
 
Public Works Director/City Engineer Clifford G. Finley’s report dated September 
26, 2007. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Aguirre, seconded by Vice Mayor Procter to (1) 
allocate $168,010.15 from the Sewer Fund Balance to Account No. 
610.5.5063.209 (2) authorize the City Manager to execute a contract in a form 
approved by the City Attorney for the WWTP Plant Digester Cleaning contract to 
American Process Group, Inc. for the bid amount of 152,736.50; and (3) approve 
a project budget of $168,010.15 which includes a 10% contingency.  All were in 
favor under roll call vote and the motion carried.  
 
J. AMR (Automatic Meter Reading) Contract Award 
 
Public Works Director/City Engineer Clifford G. Finley’s report dated September 
21, 2007. 
 
Dan Hancock, National Meter, gave a brief presentation of the AMR device and 
explained to the City Council how the device functions.  
 
It was moved by Vice Mayor Procter, seconded by Councilmember Gonzales to 
(1) allocate an additional $14,575 from Water Fund Balance to CIP account 
620.5.9235.660; (2) authorize the City Manager to issue a Purchase Order to 
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National Water and Automation, Inc., for the purchase of 500 AMR Badger 
Meters and accessories in the amount of $124,575.  All were in favor under roll 
call vote and the motion carried.   
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
 

None. 
 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEM 
 

None. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mayor Luna adjourned the meeting at 10:54 p.m. 
 
 
ATTEST:  
 
 
            __              ______ ___    
Josie Guzman Herrera 
City Clerk 
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