
Special City Council Meeting 
      Wednesday, February 21, 2007 

   Council Chambers 
 

   
Special City Council Meeting 

      Wednesday, February 21, 2007 
Page 108, DD 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Luna called the meeting to order at 6:50 p.m., and led the flag salute. 
 

ROLL CALL 
 

Councilmember Gabino Aguirre, Councilmember Ralph J. Fernandez, Councilmember 
Robert S. Gonzales, Vice Mayor John T. Procter, and Mayor Ray C. Luna responded to 
roll call. City Manager Wally Bobkiewicz, City Attorney Karl H. Berger, and City Clerk 
Josie G. Herrera were also present.   
 

PRESENTATIONS 
 

A. Presentation of Proclamation to Nicole Gonzales from Interface Family Services, 
Domestic Violence Services Proclaiming the Month of February as Teen Dating 
Violence Awareness and Prevention Month 

 
Mayor Luna presented a proclamation to Nicole Gonzales from Interface Family 
Services, Domestic Violence Services, proclaiming the month of February as Teen 
Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention Month.    
 
B. Presentation by Community Services Director Brian J. Yanez Regarding Amgen 

Tour of California 
 
Community Services Director Brian J. Yanez provided a summary of activities for the 
Second Annual Amgen Tour of California, which would race through the City on 
February 24, 2007. 
 
City Manager Wally Bobkiewicz addressed a situation that occurred at the Santa Paula 
Shopping Center whereby senior citizens had their vehicles towed from the parking lot.  
The senior citizens typically park their vehicles while attending out of town Senior 
Center-sponsored trips.  He read a letter from Daymond Rice, Director of Government 
Relations for Vons and introduced Leticia Collins from Centro Watt, leaseholder for the 
Santa Paula Shopping Center. 
 
Leticia Collins extended apologies for the misunderstanding in having the vehicles 
towed and stated that the lease company would absorb the cost of towing fees and 
would reimburse the affected senior citizens. 
 
Mayor Luna acknowledged Fillmore City Councilmembers Steve Conway and Cecilia 
Cuevas, who were seated in the audience. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
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Norma Henderson, 314 N. Palm Avenue, expressed her appreciation to everyone who 
assisted in resolving the matter regarding the towed vehicles from Santa Paula 
Shopping Center. 
 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 
A. Water Recycling Facility Project 
 
City Manager Wally Bobkiewicz noted that the following documents were provided to 
the City Council prior to the meeting:  1) memorandum from City Attorney Karl H. Berger 
regarding Water Recycling Facility (WRF) Next Steps; 2) memorandum from Public 
Works Director/City Engineer Clifford G. Finley regarding the WRF Project; 3) email 
correspondence dated February 21, 2007; 4) email correspondence dated February 20, 
2007; 5) Draft environmental impact report and final environmental impact report 
revisions addressing geology and soils; and 6) letter from Bill Wilson. 
 
Fred Malzacher, 15325 Todd Lane, spoke in support of VERTREAT™ deep shaft 
technology. 
 
Robert Borrego, 524 Fourteenth Street, spoke against the VERTREAT™ technology 
and spoke in support of Boyle Engineering. 
 
Jeff Savard, Principal for Kennedy/Jenks, accompanied by Justyna Teper and Mark 
Joyce, provided a Power Point® presentation regarding the preliminary design for WRF 
using the membrane bioreactor (MBR) technology and the estimated operating and 
maintenance costs.  He stated that he and his staff worked with staff from Noram to 
review the engineer’s estimate for preliminary consideration of VERTREAT™ for 
application as core process.   
 
Discussion included effluent versus phased in process based on a 3.4 million gallon per 
day (mgd) capacity facility, concern with equalization tanks meeting discharge 
requirements, construction cost estimate, MBR life span and replacement costs, and 
disinfection system requirements. 
 
Tarn Victor, MBR manufacturer representing Enviroquip, Inc., stated that the 
manufacturer would replace the MBR should it fail within 10 years at no charge to the 
City pursuant to the contract. 
 

RECESS TO A BREAK 
 
Mayor Luna recessed the City Council to a break at 8:10 p.m. 
 

RECONVENE TO REGULAR MEETING 
Mayor Luna reconvened the City Council at 8:23 p.m. 
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Bill Wilson, Environmental Engineer and Planning Consultant, spoke regarding the letter 
he provided at the dais from Jeff Stone from the Department of Health Services 
confirming that VERTREAT™ activated sludge process would meet Title 22 
requirements. 
 
Jeff Guild, Business Manager for Noram, provided a Power Point™ presentation 
regarding the comparison of MBR versus VERTREAT™ process.  He stated that capital 
expenditures and operating expenses would be lower with the use of the VERTREAT™ 
process. 
 
Pat McKay, representing FOP Development Group, discussed financing options.  He 
stated that Noram had the ability to come in on a fixed price bid of approximately $42 
million. 
 
Jeff Guild recommended that the City explore whether a supplement to the EIR was 
required and allow one month for FOP and Noram to bring back a fixed price bid that 
would be all inclusive.  
 
City Attorney Karl H. Berger responded to questions regarding design-build legislative 
authority, private-public partnership, and competitive bid process under the Public 
Contracts Code. 
 

RECESS TO A BREAK 
 
Mayor Luna recessed the City Council to a break at 9:52 p.m. 
 

RECONVENE TO REGULAR MEETING 
 
Mayor Luna reconvened the City Council at 10:18 p.m. 
 
Mayor Luna acknowledged Fillmore Councilmember Patti Walker who was seated in the 
audience. 
 
Woody Maxwell, 15325 Todd Lane, asked the City Council to consider cost, space, 
reliability, timeline, and risk when considering which treatment process to choose. 
 
Ken Chapman, 15119 Todd Lane, spoke in support of the deep shaft technology, and 
questioned the cost estimates, reason for use of percolation ponds versus discharging 
into the river, and inspection during construction. 
 
Richard Main, 15888 Foothill Road, spoke in support of keeping the option of selecting 
the VERTREAT™ process. 
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Dion Anderson, 1016 Holly Road, spoke in support of the VERTREAT™ process, and 
questioned the reason for placing a lab and maintenance facility on site. 
 
Discussion included cost estimates for operations and maintenance for average daily 
flow of 2.8 mgd and 3.4 mgd, and years of existence of the MBR technology and 
VERTREAT™ technology. 
 
Public Works Director/City Engineer Clifford G. Finley responded to questions regarding 
use of percolation ponds versus discharging into the river by stating that there were 
greater monitoring requirements for discharging into the river.  He further responded to 
a question regarding construction inspection by stating that a construction manager 
would be contracted to manage the construction contract.  He further responded to a 
question regarding the lab and maintenance facility by stating that a basic lab would be 
placed on site and that the maintenance facility would be shared by the Corporation 
Street yard. 
 
Discussion continued regarding the VERTREAT™ process, Title 22 compliance, 
reverse osmosis technology, meeting the Time Service Order deadline to build a new 
facility by 2009, cost savings with the VERTREAT™ technology, option for design-build-
finance-operate and the requirement for legislative statutory authority, private-public 
partnership, the need for competitive bid process and environmental review process, 
and potential for litigation. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Gonzales, seconded by Councilmember Fernandez, to 
suspend the value engineering process effective immediately and pursue the possibility 
of an EIR review for changing the process to go with VERTREAT™ system for the 
water recycling facility.  Under roll call vote, Councilmember Fernandez and 
Councilmember Gonzales were in favor.  Councilmember Aguirre, Vice Mayor Procter, 
and Mayor Luna were opposed.  The motion failed. 
 
It was moved by Mayor Luna, seconded by Vice Mayor Procter, to direct the City 
Manager to resume the design of the water recycling facility in the process specified by 
the City Council, which is to continue with the MBR process, and come back with 
financing mechanism and information regarding grants.  Under roll call vote, 
Councilmember Aguirre, Vice Mayor Procter, and Mayor Luna were in favor.  
Councilmember Fernandez and Councilmember Gonzales were opposed.  The motion 
carried. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Fernandez, seconded by Councilmember Gonzales, to 
study the EIR and its requirements and what it would take to go with the deep shaft 
approach, and if it is found to be feasible continue discussions with Noram and FOP to 
consider their solution.   
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City Attorney Karl H. Berger responded to a question regarding a supplement to the EIR 
by suggesting that staff investigate whether an EIR was done for the VERTREAT™ 
process in Corona, California, and if no EIR is found then staff would need to conduct 
an initial study. 
 
Under roll call vote, Councilmember Fernandez, Councilmember Gonzales, and Vice 
Mayor Procter were in favor.  Councilmember Aguirre and Mayor Luna were opposed.  
The motion carried. 
 

CITY COMMUNICATIONS 
 

Mayor Luna mentioned that he attended the Santa Paula High School’s one-act play 
performances.   
 
Councilmember Gonzales expressed his appreciation to representatives from Noram for 
their efforts in providing their presentations.  He also acknowledged Public Works 
Director/City Engineer Clifford G. Finley and staff for their efforts.   
 
Councilmember Fernandez expressed his appreciation to Noram representatives, City 
staff, and the City Council. 
 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
No Future Agenda items. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mayor Luna adjourned the meeting at 12:26 a.m., February 22, 2007. 
 
ATTEST:  
 
 
            __               ___     ___ 
Josie G. Herrera 
City Clerk 


