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CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Luna called the meeting  to order at 6:30 p.m.  Pastor Ron Dybvig from the
Emmanuel Lutheran Church offered the invocation, and Councilmember Cook led the
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

ROLL CALL

Councilmember Richard C. Cook, Councilmember Donald L. Johnson, Councilmember
John T. Procter, and Mayor Ray C. Luna responded to roll call.  Interim City Manager Paul
L. Skeels, City Attorney Phillip H. Romney, City Clerk Steven J. Salas, and Deputy City
Clerk Josephine G. Herrera were also present.  Vice Mayor Laura Flores Espinosa was
absent due to attending a conference.

PRESENTATION

Councilmember Procter presented a proclamation to Cathy Barringer and Maria Collier
and Gloria Gonzales from Interface Children Family Services proclaiming the month of
October as Domestic Violence Awareness Month.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Kay Wilson-Bolton, 123 N. Tenth Street, thanked Interim City Manager Paul L. Skeels for
his efforts as the Interim City Manager.  She further thanked his wife, Linda Skeels, for her
support.

Bill Grant, 500 W. Santa Maria Street, #32, presented the City Council with a framed Citrus
Festival poster.  He further thanked Community Services Director Brian J. Yanez and
Building and Safety Director Stephen R. Stuart and their staff for their assistance during the
event.

City Clerk Steven J. Salas, 608 W. Santa Paula Street, explained that his absence to City
Council meetings was due to a personal family situation involving the custody of his 14-
year old daughter, and noted that she is now back with his family.

Mayor Luna introduced new City Manager Wally Bobkiewicz.  Mr. Bobkiewicz thanked the
City Council for their vote of confidence, and stated that he is looking forward to reporting
for work.

CONSENT CALENDAR
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Councilmember Cook pulled Item N.  Interim City Manager Paul L. Skeels noted that Vice
Mayor Espinosa had asked that Item G be continued.  After a brief discussion,
Councilmember Johnson pulled Item G.  It was moved by Councilmember Johnson,
seconded by Councilmember Procter, to waive the reading of Ordinances and Resolutions
appearing on the Consent Calendar; to waive the reading of all other Resolutions
appearing on the Agenda; to read all other Ordinances appearing on the Agenda, in title
only; and to adopt the Consent Calendar as amended.  Under roll call vote, Councilmember
Cook, Councilmember Johnson, Councilmember Procter, and Mayor Luna were in favor.
Vice Mayor Espinosa was absent.  The Consent Calendar was adopted.

A. Warrants and Certifications – Approved the Warrants and Certifications dated
September 6, 2002.  (88-2)

Wire Transfers $  45,871.82
Salaries $292,638.31
Invoices $337,228.89
TOTAL $675,739.01

B. Closed Session – No Closed Session Items scheduled.

C. Minutes – Adopted the Minutes of the Special City Council Meeting of September 3,
2002.  (50-6)

D. Minutes – Adopted the Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting of September
3, 2002.  (50-6)

E. Biennial Review of City’s Conflict of Interest Code – 1) Received and filed report
and the 2002 Local Agency Biennial Notice of Review of the City’s Conflict of Interest
Code; and 2) directed staff to return to the City Council for adoption of an amended City
conflict of Interest Code Resolution.  City Clerk Steven J. Salas’ report dated September 4,
2002.

F. Objection to SB 1802, Public Employees Medical and Hospital Care Act –
Approved letters addressed to our State Senators and prepared by staff for the Mayor’s
signature.  These letters voice the City’s strong objection to SB 1802, Public Employees
Medical and Hospital Care Act.  Interim City Manager Paul L. Skeels’ report dated August
30, 2002.

H. George Pagan Memorial Donation – Approved a budget adjustment for the
California Oil Museum, in accordance with the Museum Fundraising Plan approved by the
City Council on November 6, 2000.  Community Services Director Brian J. Yanez’ report
dated August 26, 2002.
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I. Annual Report on Supplemental Law Enforcement Services Fund – Citizens Option
for Public Safety Grant – Received the report and filed the attached annual activity report
for the Supplemental Law Enforcement Services Fund (SLESF), also knows as the
Citizens Option of Public Safety (COPS) Grant, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2002.
Finance Director Alvertina Rivera’s report dated September 4, 2002.

J. July Monthly Report of Transactions – Reviewed and filed the attached monthly
transactions report.  City Treasurer Sandra K. Easley’s report dated September 4, 2002.

K. August Monthly Report of Transactions – Reviewed and filed the attached monthly
transactions report.  City Treasurer Sandra K. Easley’s report dated September 4, 2002.

L. Council Expense and City Manager Travel Monthly Report of Transactions -
Reviewed and filed the attached monthly transactions report.  Finance Director Alvertina
Rivera’s report dated September 4, 2002.

M. Out of State Travel Authorization for Fire Chaplain – Approved Fire Chaplain Mike
Slagle’s out of state expenses to the 2002 Federation of Fire Chaplains Conference in the
estimate amount of $1,200 from account #100.025.2501.8352 in the recommended Fiscal
Year 2002/2003 budget.  Acting Fire Chief Richard Araiza’s report dated September 5,
2002.

CONSENT CALENDAR - SEPARATE ACTION ITEMS

G. Resolution No. 5529 Establishing Guidelines for Teleconferencing – (50-6)

City Attorney Phillip H. Romney’s report dated September 4, 2002.  He addressed several
questions by stating that a quorum of the City Council must be within the boundaries of the
City of Santa Paula, there is no requirement for a Deputy City Clerk to be present at the
teleconference site, and the City Councilmembers would be responsible for their own
conduct at the teleconference site.

A discussion ensued regarding the advance time needed to notify the City Clerk to request
teleconferencing and a discussion regarding the posting requirements for the remote site.

It was moved by Councilmember Johnson, seconded by Councilmember Cook, for
approval of Item G, to adopt Resolution No. 5529 establishing guidelines for
teleconferencing, with the change to read "... so notify the City Clerk at least 72 hours
before such meeting."
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Under roll call vote, Councilmember Cook, Councilmember Johnson, Councilmember
Procter, and Mayor Luna were in favor.  Vice Mayor Espinosa was absent.  The motion
carried.

RESOLUTION NO. 5529

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANTA PAULA
ESTABLISHING GUIDELINES FOR THE USE OF TELECONFERENCING TO ENABLE
THE REMOTE PARTICIPATION OF THE CITY COUNCILMEMBERS IN MEETINGS OF

THE CITY COUNCIL

N. Allocation of Funds for Purchase of Two Police Canines – (124)

Police Chief Robert S. Gonzales’ report dated September 10, 2002.  He addressed
several questions by stating that police canines have been on the force since 1981, and
that his goal of having four canines would allow having one canine on duty 24 hours a day.
He further stated that due to health reasons, Axel will only be used for narcotics detail, that
funds have been allocated for the purchase of a canine and needed training and
equipment, and that the work span for a canine averages five years.

It was moved by Councilmember Johnson, seconded by Councilmember Procter, to
approve the purchase of two replacement police canines from Inglis Police Dogs; and
approve the modification of the existing FY 2002/2003 budget of Asset Seizure Funds
(Fund 203) from $15,000 to $23,990 to facilitate the purchase.

Under roll call vote, Councilmember Cook, Councilmember Johnson, Councilmember
Procter, and Mayor Luna were in favor.  Vice Mayor Espinosa was absent.  The motion
carried.

PUBLIC HEARING

A. Administrative Remedies Hearing by the City Council Regarding 244 Craig Drive,
Owned by El Rancho Home Loans.  Council to Determine if the Administrative Costs and
Penalties Owed the City Should be Affirmed, Discharged, or Modified, and Whether to
Place a Lien on Their Property, and Whether to Adopt a Resolution Accordingly – (36)

Mayor Luna opened the Public Hearing at 7:08 p.m.

Senior Building Inspector Steve Signor presented Building and Safety Director Stephen R.
Stuart’s report dated August 21, 2002.

Tom Brooks, 87 N. Chestnut Street, representing El Rancho Properties, provided a
summary:
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⌧ The property was a rental property illegally occupied by more than one family.  The
tenants were evicted.
⌧ El Rancho Properties began the necessary repairs to bring the property back up to
code.
⌧ A potential buyer entered the property and caused extensive damage to the property.
⌧ Legal action was taken against the potential buyer.  A judgment was secured.

Mr. Brooks proposed that the City Council delay adoption of the resolution for 90 days to
allow the property owner to bring the property back to livable conditions.  He submitted his
written comments for the record.

A discussion ensued regarding whether to grant El Rancho Properties their request due to
concerns that previous agreements had not been honored and due to the current condition
of the property.

Tom Brooks responded to a question regarding what will be accomplished within the 90
days by replying that the problems will be solved, and stated that El Rancho Properties was
not asking the City Council not to act on the Resolution, but to hold it for 90 or 30 days to
see that corrective action is taking place.

City Attorney Phillip H. Romney responded to a question regarding whether the matter
could be extended 30 or 90 days by stating that due his receiving certain facts today, he
would advise that the matter be continued for 30 days to the second meeting in October,
and that he would also recommend that the City Council declare an emergency Closed
Session to discuss the matter.

It was moved by Councilmember Johnson that due to the information that has just acquired
this evening, that the City Council go into a Closed Session and discuss this item.

City Attorney Phillip H. Romney advised that the basis of the Closed Session would be that
the City is dealing with a potential litigation issue as contemplated in the resolution, and
that a court action would be required in order to foreclose the lien.  Also, given that
information was just received this evening, it would be appropriate to take the information
to a Closed Session to discuss this issue.  The City Council would need to declare an
emergency Closed Session, and because it would be an added agenda item, it would
require four votes of the City Council.

It was moved by Councilmember Johnson, seconded by Councilmember Cook, for staff’s
recommendation.
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Under roll call vote, Councilmember Cook, Councilmember Johnson, Councilmember
Procter, and Mayor Luna were in favor.  Vice Mayor Espinosa was absent.  The motion
carried.

The City Council recessed to Closed Session in the City Manager’s Conference Room at
7:33 p.m., and reconvened into Open Session at 7:48 p.m.

It was moved by Councilmember Johnson, seconded by Councilmember Cook, to direct El
Rancho Properties to bring to the staff a plan within two weeks on how to deal with the
property, and continue this item until October 7, 2002, and direct El Rancho Properties to
mitigate the immediate fire hazards on the property, which would be boarding up the
building and others, and replace or fix the fencing around the property.

Under roll call vote, Councilmember Cook, Councilmember Johnson, Councilmember
Procter, and Mayor Luna were in favor.  Vice Mayor Espinosa was absent.  The motion
carried.

B. Second Reading, Ordinance No. 1059 for the Adoption with Amendments of the
2001 California Building Code; the 2001 California Electrical Code; the 2001 California
Plumbing Code; the 2001 California Mechanical Code; the 1997 Uniform Housing Code;
the 1997 Uniform Administrative Code; the 1997 Uniform Code for the Abatement of
Dangerous Buildings; the 2001 California Fire Code; the 2000 International Property
Maintenance Code; and the 2001 California Energy Code – (36/90)

Mayor Luna opened the Public Hearing at 7:52 p.m.

Building and Safety Director Stephen R. Stuart and Acting Fire Chief Richard Araiza’s
report dated August 21, 2002.

As there were no Public Speakers, Mayor Luna closed Public Comment at 7:52 p.m.

It was moved by Councilmember Johnson, seconded by Councilmember Cook, to read
Ordinance No. 1059 in title only.

Under roll call vote, Councilmember Cook, Councilmember Johnson, Councilmember
Procter, and Mayor Luna were in favor.  Vice Mayor Espinosa was absent.  The motion
carried.

City Clerk Steven J. Salas read Ordinance No. 1059 in title only.

ORDINANCE NO. 1059
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AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANTA PAULA AMENDING
CERTAIN SECTIONS OF TITLE XV, CHAPTERS 150 OF THE SANTA PAULA

MUNICIPAL CODE BY THE ADOPTION BY REFERENCE OF THE FOLLOWING
CODES WITH LOCAL AMENDMENTS:  2001 EDITION OF THE CALIFORNIA BUILDING

CODE; THE 2001 CALIFORNIA ELECTRICAL CODE; THE 2001 CALIFORNIA
MECHANICAL CODE; THE 1997 UNIFORM HOUSING CODE; THE 2001 CALIFORNIA

PLUMBING CODE; THE 1997 UNIFORM ADMINISTRATIVE CODE; THE 1997 UNIFORM
CODE FOR THE ABATEMENT OF DANGEROUS BUILDINGS; THE 2001 CALIFORNIA

CODE FOR BUILDING CONSERVATION; THE 2001 CALIFORNIA FIRE CODE; THE
2000 INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE; AND THE 2001

CALIFORNIA ENERGY CODE

It was moved by Councilmember Johnson, seconded by Councilmember Procter, to
approve Ordinance No. 1059.

Under roll call vote, Councilmember Cook, Councilmember Johnson, Councilmember
Procter, and Mayor Luna were in favor.  Vice Mayor Espinosa was absent.  The motion
carried.

Mayor Luna closed the Public Hearing at 7:55 p.m.

ORDER OF BUSINESS

A. Yearly Open House at the Santa Paula Train Depot – (69/142)

Community Services Director Brian J. Yanez’ report dated September 6, 2002.

A discussion ensued regarding Options 1 and 2, and having Community Services Director
Brian J. Yanez select the date at a later time.

It was moved by Councilmember Johnson, seconded by Councilmember Cook, for Option
2, open the Santa Paula Train Depot in December for an open house with only
refreshments and baked goods, the estimated cost would be approximately $400, and
direct staff to schedule a date that is appropriate.

Under roll call vote, Councilmember Cook, Councilmember Johnson, Councilmember
Procter, and Mayor Luna were in favor.  Vice Mayor Espinosa was absent.  The motion
carried.

B. Acceptance of Grant from Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission for
Installation of a Fish Counter – (96/136)
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Public Works Director/City Engineer Norman S. Wilkinson’s report dated September 5,
2002.

It was moved by Councilmember Johnson, seconded by Councilmember Procter, to
authorize acceptance of the grant from the Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission
for installation of a fish counter at the Harvey Diversion Fish Ladder on Santa Paula Creek,
and authorize the Mayor to sign the grant agreement on behalf of the City, subject to final
approval of the grant agreement by the City Attorney.

Under roll call vote, Councilmember Cook, Councilmember Johnson, Councilmember
Procter, and Mayor Luna were in favor.  Vice Mayor Espinosa was absent.  The motion
carried.

C. Formation of the Santa Paula Creek Fish Ladder Authority – (136)

Public Works Director/City Engineer Norman S. Wilkinson’s report dated September 6,
2002.  He noted that changes were still pending on the Joint Powers Agreement due to
final discussions with the attorneys.

A discussion ensued regarding approving the formation of the Santa Paula Creek Fish
Ladder Authority agreement subject to the City Attorney’s final review and approval.  City
Attorney Phillip H. Romney responded that the intent of the Joint Powers Authority is to
provide greater credibility to assist the grant application process.

It was moved by Councilmember Procter, seconded by Councilmember Cook, to approve
formation of the Santa Paula Creek Fish Ladder Authority, in cooperation with the Canyon
Irrigation Company, and authorize the Mayor to sign the Joint Powers Agreement on behalf
of the City subject to final approval of the agreement by the City Attorney.

Under roll call vote, Councilmember Cook, Councilmember Johnson, Councilmember
Procter, and Mayor Luna were in favor.  Vice Mayor Espinosa was absent.  The motion
carried.

D. Soccer Fields – (114-5/114-8)

Public Works Director/City Engineer Norman S. Wilkinson’s report dated September 5,
2002.  He responded to a question regarding what is involved with hydroseeding by
replying that it would involve installation of top soil and ground leveling, installation of
temporary fencing, and correction of irrigation problems.  He further stated that he would
seek a consultant to find the best type of grass seed for the soccer fields.
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It was moved by Councilmember Cook to accept the recommendation that the City Council
direct staff to go ahead with a project, and, if possible, close the park earlier around
January or February to start working on it.

Councilmember Cook responded to a question regarding whether his motion would
include directing staff to continue to seek funds for synthetic field by replying yes.

A discussion ensued regarding the high school’s failed efforts to hydroseed their football
field, coordinating the hydroseed project after AYSO’s playoffs, informing the adult soccer
teams of the temporary closure of the parks, installing temporary fencing during the project,
and having the Police Department monitor the parks during their closure.

Councilmember Johnson seconded the motion.

Under roll call vote, Councilmember Cook, Councilmember Johnson, Councilmember
Procter, and Mayor Luna were in favor.  Vice Mayor Espinosa was absent.  The motion
carried.

CITY COMMUNICATIONS

Mayor Luna thanked Interim City Manager Paul L. Skeels and Accountant Sandra K.
Easley for their efforts in serving as Interim City Manager and Acting Finance Director.

Councilmember Cook also thanked Interim City Manager Paul L. Skeels for his efforts.

Councilmember Johnson also thanked Interim City Manager Paul L. Skeels for his efforts,
and noted his appreciation for everything Mr. Skeels has accomplished.

Councilmember Cook also extended his appreciation to Acting Fire Chief Richard Araiza.

Councilmember Procter also thanked Interim City Manager Paul L. Skeels for his efforts as
Interim City Manager and for his efforts in the recent Relay for Life event.  He further
thanked Accountant Sandra K. Easley and Acting Fire Chief Richard Araiza for their
efforts.  He further commented on the 9/11 service and acknowledged Police Chief Robert
S. Gonzales and Mayor Luna for their presentations.

Councilmember Johnson also commented on the 9/11 service and acknowledged Public
Works Superintendent Anthony Emmert and his staff for their efforts in preparing the park
and installing the banners.
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Councilmember Cook mentioned that Dave Kemp recently celebrated his retirement from
the Police Department, and noted that his retirement dinner was the best presentation he
has attended.

Interim City Manager Paul L. Skeels stated that he was very humbled and appreciative by
the City Council’s words, and noted that his term as Interim City Manager has been the
highlight of his career.  He thanked the City staff for their assistance, thanked Finance
Director Alvertina Rivera for coming to work for the City, and thanked Acting Fire Chief
Richard Araiza for stepping up to the plate to assume the responsibilities of Fire Chief.  He
also noted that another highlight was the hiring of City Manager Wally Bobkiewicz, and
welcomed him to the City of Santa Paula.

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

There were no Future Agenda Items.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the City Council, Mayor Luna adjourned
the meeting at 8:25 p.m.

ATTEST:

Steven J. Salas
City Clerk


